Remittances Review

June, 2023

Volume: 8, No: 4, pp. 4016-4029

ISSN: 2059-6588 (Print) | ISSN 2059-6596 (Online)

remittancesreview.com

Received: 11 November 2022 Accepted: 28 March, 2023
DOTI: https://doi.org/10.33182/rr.v8i4.282

The role and political influence of France's communities and
administrative bodies at the national and local levels

Atyaf Abbas Ali!, Assistant Professor Dr. Farah Dhia Hussein (Supervisor)?2

Abstract

Local administrative communities in France occupy an important position at the political and administrative levels of the
conntry. These groups come at varions levels (communities, departments, and regions) within the framework of local democracy.
They play an essential role within the framework of the French decentralized system, where the emphasis is on granting
authority and powers to local groups to make and implement decisions at the local level. This approach influences politics at
the national and local levels as they constitute the levels of government closest to citizens, ensure direct management of local
affairs, and play a crucial role in the implementation of public policies. However, their influence extends far beyond their
geographical borders, as they also exercise significant influence at the national level as well as their local influence. They must
implement national policies, contribute fo the achievement of the objectives of the French central Government, and take

responsibility for protecting communities' interests and meeting their own needs.
Keywords: local groups; local administrative bodies; role, political influence
Introduction

France is considered one of the leading countries in the wotld in the field of developing local bodies
and giving them powers that make them important in the French political system. These groups
and local administrative bodies have a prominent role in the political system and are considered an
essential part of the administrative and political structure in the country. They possess diverse
powers extending from implementing national policies to meeting the needs of citizens at the local
level. These groups and bodies are an essential element in the decentralized governance system,
represented by the three administrative levels, starting with municipalities, departments, and
regions. Their main role is to implement the national government's policies at the economic and
social levels. Representatives of these groups can be part of legislative forums and councils that
formulate policies and make decisions. As their main role is to implement the national
government’s policies at the economic and social levels, these bodies seek to meet the needs of
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local communities and citizens to be consistent with local reality, as they play a vital role in the
French political system, contribute to achieving a balance between local and national authorities,
enhance democracy at the local and national levels, and allow citizens to effectively participate in

decision-making and improve the quality of life in their communities.
First: The role of local administrative groups and bodies in France

Local administrative communities and bodies in France are an essential element in the decentralized
governance system. Through the powers granted to them, these groups manage and organize local
affairs, allowing the needs of local communities to be better met. Its role contributes to
strengthening local democracy, developing the local economy, and improving the quality of life of
citizens through its roles, which are distributed according to its powers and agencies:

Local Public Services Administration

The local public services department plays a vital role in improving the quality of life of citizens
and providing a sustainable and comfortable living environment. Municipalities in France are
central to providing a variety of basic services that meet the needs of the local community. Among
these services stand out education (including nursery and primary schools), infrastructure (such as
roads, streets, and sidewalks), waste collection and management, provision of green spaces, and
provision of sports and cultural facilities.

In French society, these basic public services are indispensable for everyday life. Education
represents the basis for developing knowledge and building a promising future for rising
generations, while infrastructure enhances the level of comfort and safety in transportation.
Besides, collecting and properly managing waste contributes to preserving the environment and
public health, while green spaces and sports and cultural facilities give citizens opportunities for
entertainment, recreation, and enhancing social spirit.

By providing these services, municipalities reflect their commitment to the well-being of citizens
and improving their quality of life. Municipalities have a key role in direct communication with
their residents, allowing community needs to be better understood and met.

So, the administration of local public services represents a vital element in shaping and developing
community life in France. It directly meets the needs of residents and contributes to enhancing the
quality of life, reflects the existing interaction between local governments and citizens, and directs
efforts towards achieving a sustainable and prosperous environment for all.

Urban planning and land use planning

In France, local communities play a crucial role in urban and land use planning. These groups and
local bodies are key members of the city and infrastructure development process, and they play a
vital role in achieving a balance in the economic, social, and environmental aspirations of local
communities.
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This planning approach has its roots in the policy of decentralization that characterizes the French
system, whereby local authorities have great freedom to determine their urban plans and land uses
in accordance with their unique needs and cultural identity. This delegation of powers gives it the
ability to make informed decisions based on a comprehensive analysis of the surrounding

circumstances.

Local urban planning plans are one of the main tools to ensure the sustainability of city
development and land use. These plans are based on multiple factors such as demographic growth,
economic trends, environmental pressures, and population needs. These plans are closely
coordinated with stakeholders and local groups through public patticipation processes and
constructive dialogue, ensuring that public expectations and expert vision converge. Local
authorities appreciate that buildings and infrastructure can effectively grow under their supervision
to meet the needs of the future and enhance the quality of life for citizens. Coordinating land use
effectively contributes to reducing congestion and pollution, and contributes to enhancing

environmental and cultural diversity.

The importance of local administrative groups and bodies lies in their vital role in formulating and
implementing urban plans and land use. By achieving a balance between various factors and needs,
it is possible to achieve sustainable development that reflects the aspirations of local communities

and takes into account the environment, cultute, and economy.
Marital status and citizenship

French local communities, especially municipalities, formed an essential element in the social fabric
and civic life of the country. These local communities are the immediate environment in which
individuals live and participate in shaping their destiny and daily lives. The French model of local
administration is one of delegation and decentralization, in which municipalities and local groups
are granted powers in a variety of areas, including social and citizenship. The development of
citizenship rights in France depends on the country's legal infrastructure and the capacity for
participatory association within different communities, including religious, labor, migrant, and
political parties.

Concerning social status and citizenship, the importance of communities and their local bodies
comes in providing a strong infrastructure that serves citizens. Municipalities are responsible for
civil registrations such as births, marriages, and deaths, making them an important part of the
process of documenting citizens' lives. It represents the main source of official information about
personal status and allows individuals to obtain documents such as birth certificates and marriage
certificates, which greatly affects their civil rights.

Moreover, local groups organize many social services that contribute to enhancing the social
situation of citizens. It seeks to provide support to needy groups such as children, the elderly,
people with disabilities, and low-income families. Efforts are directed towards improving the

quality of life at the local level through the provision of healthcare, education, culture,
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entertainment, and housing setrvices.
Security and prevention

French local communities are a crucial factor in ensuring and maintaining security and prevention
at the local level. Local authorities have broad powers to develop and implement safety and security
measures that effectively meet the needs of their local communities. The role of local groups in the
field of security and prevention comes at two main levels: establishing and managing municipal

police services and implementing prevention and civil safety measures.

The establishment and management of municipal police services play an important role in ensuring
public security at the local level. Municipalities can form, finance, and train local police forces that
work to monitor local activities and address crime and security risks. This policy is organized in a
way that is consistent with the region's specific needs and requirements, allowing rapid response to

local challenges and problems.

Local communities have a role in ensuring financial security, which is closely linked to the financial
strength of the state and local administration units. Also, there has been a decentralization of public
security in France, with local governments rallying around security issues and cooperating with the
state through contractual instruments. This shift has also led to the development of community
safety, with local groups taking more responsibility.

Furthermore, local communities can implement prevention and civil safety measures. These
measures reduce the risks and negative effects of potential disasters and accidents. This includes
developing disaster response plans, organizing emergency response drills, and ensuring the
availability of equipment and resources necessary to confront dangerous situations. It also
cooperates with other parties at the national and regional levels to exchange expertise and

experiences in the field of disaster prevention and response.
Culture and entertainment

Local communities in France play an important role in culture and entertainment. The
institutionalization of local cultural policies in France during the 1970s and 1980s led to the cultural
specialization of local administrative services and the professionalization of local cultural agents.
These policies strengthened culture as a key sector of domestic public policies, both politically and
financially. In addition, local administrations can use different governance strategies to engage
actors in rural communities and use resources from the broader environment to achieve desired

development outcomes.
Local economic development

Local economic development is a priority for local communities, as local officials have direct
visibility into the needs and opportunities of the communities they serve. By promoting local trade,
local groups can enhance economic interactions within the region and increase income and
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employment. Continued support for local markets contributes to strengthening the economic
structure of the region and increasing job opportunities. Local communities take it upon
themselves to encourage the growth and prosperity of small and medium enterprises, which form
the basic fabric of the local economy. By providing facilities, financial support, and training, local
groups can enhance the capabilities of these companies to innovate and grow, which contributes
to creating new job opportunities and increasing productivity. It plays an important role in
encouraging local employment and providing employment opportunities for residents. Through
training and qualification programs and encouragement of vocational education, these entities seek
to enable local communities to achieve economic independence and increase job opportunities at
the local level.

Local communities in France have a role in local economic development by promoting local trade,
supporting small businesses, and encouraging local employment. They create formal local state-
society networks, such as local economic development agencies and local agencies to coordinate

employment policies.
Environment and local and sustainable development

Local communities in France are considered one of the main factors in driving local development,
both economically and socially. These groups play a vital role in achieving sustainable development
at the national level by activating local capabilities and interacting between various economic and
social components. The most important factors that contribute to local development in France are
industry, tourism, and public sector activities.

These groups adopt strategies to develop industrial, tourism, and agricultural areas, and this
enhances the sustainability of the local economy and reduces dependence on external sources.
Outsourcing through concessionary contracts awarded by local governments has been common
for the provision of economic public services.

Socially, communities seck to balance the delivery of public services and social welfare, ensuring
that social gaps are reduced and enhancing citizens' quality of life. This includes education, health

care, and cultural development in local areas.

At both economic and social levels, local communities have a significant impact on sustainable
development. By developing cooperation between the government and citizens in city planning to
address issues of sustainability and citizens’ aspirations for integration. This can be achieved by
working with companies as partners to increase resilience and sustainability. As pivotal agents in
the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals, local communities play a crucial role
in building a sustainable future for French communities. By directing investments toward projects
that enhance the balance between the environment, economy, and society, these groups can
contribute to achieving sustainable development that serves both current and future generations.

France, as one of the leading countries in the world, is witnessing a growing interaction between
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local development and sustainable development, in the context of achieving the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals. This interaction is an essential part of efforts to promote human
well-being, environmental conservation, and the economy, and reflects the overarching aspirations

to achieve a lasting balance between the needs of today and those of future generations.

Sustainable development is based on meeting current needs without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their needs. It is based on achieving a balance between the environment,
economy, and society, and aims to achieve sustainable progress in various fields including economic
development, environmental sustainability, and social equality.

France seeks to integrate the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals into its local and
national plans. This would enhance cooperation between the central government and local
communities to achieve a balance between the economic, social, and environmental dimensions of
development. Efforts include strengthening local capacities and developing sustainable projects
that respond to the needs of the population and achieve long-term sustainability.

The importance of this relationship between local development and sustainable development is
evident in achieving sustainable development at the local and national levels, which contributes to
building a sustainable future that meets everyone’s needs and preserves the environment and
resources for future generations. Municipalities can launch initiatives to promote the environment
and sustainable development, such as waste management, promoting renewable energies, and
preserving biodiversity. Sustainability is considered essential in any development strategy that aims
to achieve a balance between the current needs and the future needs of all members of society.
Building well-established societies plays a crucial role in achieving stability, development, well-
being, and promoting freedom.

Second: Political impact of local communities and administrative bodies at the
national and local levels

The political influence of local administrative communities in France is a crucial dimension of the
country's democratic system. These local entities, such as administrations, regions, and
municipalities, not only manage local affairs but also exercise significant influence on decisions
made at the national and local levels. They have an effective and active role in formulating policies
and implementing measures that affect their local units and the country as a whole. This interaction
in levels of government gives local administrative groups important political power, thus shaping
the political orientations and daily realities of citizens across France. The political influence and
role of French local administrative groups occupy an essential place in the country's democratic
fabric, both at the national and local levels. They exercise significant political influence by actively
participating in national governance and making critical decisions that directly affect the lives of
citizens at the local level. This interaction between the national and local spheres creates a complex
and interconnected political environment, in which local groups act as key partners in formulating
and implementing public policies while defending the specific interests of their territories. From
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this perspective, it is necessary to clarify their political impact, both on the national scene and within

their communities, to better understand their vital role in contemporary French democracy.

French communities, such as communes, regions, and departments, can influence State policy in

several ways:

1.

4022

Participation in advisory bodies: Local authorities ate represented in various advisory
bodies between levels of government. For example, the National Standards Evaluation
Council enables local authorities to express their opinion on the impact of new national
standards and regulations on their work. Local groups occupy an important position
through their representation in various advisory bodies that build bridges between levels
of local administration. These bodies, the National Standards Evaluation Council, ate
distinguished by their mission of enabling local groups to have a say on the impact of new
national standards and regulations on their work. This active participation of local
authorities in national decision-making processes promotes cooperation between central
government and local communities, as well as enhanced cooperative governance where
the exchange of knowledge and experience at levels of government allows the production
of decisions that are more balanced and more adapted to local issues. Thus, the
participation of local authorities in these advisory bodies demonstrates France's
commitment to participatory democracy, where the voice of citizens is heard through their
local representatives beyond the borders of their territories.

Local authority associations: Associations representing local groups, such as the
Association of Mayors of France, the Council of Districts of France, and the Council of
Regions of France, play a major role. They defend the interests of local administrations
before the central government, participate in negotiations, and contribute to national
policy discussions. These associations are not just groups of local representatives, but they
embody a role for regions, provinces, and municipalities within the national political arena.
Through these associations the specific concerns and needs of the regions are brought to
the attention of the central government, helping to shape the future of the country. Their
active participation in discussions and participation in decision-making promotes more
representative and democratic governance, where the interests of local communities are
considered and taken into account. It is necessary to understand the great influence of
these local community associations in France, both in protecting local interests and in
enriching national policies through their contribution to local life.

Dialogue with the government: Local authorities can dialogue with the government on
issues of local concern and express their needs. Relations with the government can
influence the consideration of regional specificities in the formulation of national policies.
In any democratic system, dialogue between local authorities and government plays a
crucial role in ensuring representation and taking into account the specific needs of each
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area. Democracy provides better living conditions in all fields, and this has a direct impact
on the lives of citizens. In addition, democracy respects many important values such as
equality, human dignity, and human rights. Local groups, at local levels, are best able to
define the issues and aspirations of the citizens who make up their lands. From this
perspective, dialogue with the government constitutes an essential mechanism for
expressing local concerns, asserting regional interests and actively participating in the
formulation of national policies. Successful relationships between communities and
government not only benefit the local level but also enrich democracy by helping to build
a more balanced and inclusive national vision. Thus, this mutual exchange provides the
possibility of reconciling regional characteristics with the requirements of the entire

countty.

Decentralization of powers: Decentralization transferred some powers from the central
state to local authorities. By exercising these powers, local groups have an influence on the
implementation and adaptation of national policies at the local level. The decentralization
of powers constitutes an essential element of the political structure in France. This
strategic process consisted of a clear transfer of powers and responsibilities from the
central state to local authorities, and then adding a new dimension to the administrative
and political scene through the exercise of delegation of powers, whereby local groups
emerge as effective and influential players and actively participate in implementing and
adapting national policies at the level closest to the citizens. This delegation of authority
creates a balance between central authority and local entities, thus creating a political and
administrative system that reflects the diversity and specificities of the French territories.
Effective leadership is the effort made to achieve goals through dividing, unifying, and
directing work to achieve effective and efficient achievement.

Local initiatives and best practices: Local authorities can develop innovative initiatives and
practices that respond to specific issues. When successful, these initiatives can inspire
change at the national level. Local communities have proven to be centers of innovation
and creativity. Given the specific needs of their territories, these entities develop
innovative initiatives and practices that address local issues authentically and efficiently.
When these local solutions work, they are not limited to local impact but transcend
geographic boundaries to inspire nationwide change. Local communities embody a driving
force for progress, bringing tangible and lasting improvements to French society. Factors
that contribute to the success of local initiatives and best practices in France include social,

organizational, and governance factors.

Electoral influence: Local communities in France play an important role in electoral
influence. Local elected officials act as intermediaries between the central government and
residents, and their position is complicated by changing social, economic, and cultural
factors. Local election results can send political signals at the national level. Political parties
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often monitor local electoral performance to assess their popularity and adjust their
political strategy. Local elections, often seen as a measure of democracy at the scale closest
to citizens, have an impact beyond the geographic boundaries of electoral districts. These
polls, which appear limited to a particular region, have the potential to send clear political
signals that resonate nationwide. The results of these elections, even if limited to local
affairs, send profound messages to political parties and national actors, providing valuable
insight into voters' moods and current political otientation. Political parties, concerned
with the slightest electoral difference, scrutinize performance in local elections with special
attention because they serve as crucial indicators to assess their popularity and adjust their
strategy accordingly. Therefore, behind the obvious spectacle of local elections, there is a
larger political dynamic at play, with the results of these local elections setting guidelines
for future national political choices. Any political system becomes democratic if there are
free and fair elections, full adult suffrage, protection of human rights, and the absence of
unelected authorities that could limit the power of representatives elected by the people.

Contributing to national policies: Local communities occupy an essential position in
expressing the tangible realities that citizens experience daily. At local levels, they have
intimate knowledge of local needs and particularities. This in-depth understanding of
regional and local issues is important for developing effective public policies appropriate
to local realities. The contribution of local groups to the national political process is not
limited to merely expressing local expectations but also opens the way to understanding
the real impact of established policies. This is why local authorities become key actors in
enriching the dialogue between the local and national levels, thus stimulating the
emergence of more considerate, coherent, and balanced solutions for the whole society.
Local groups in France can influence participation in national politics through various
means. One way is to adopt new planning technologies and systems, as well as the use of
smart technologies and digital policies in urban planning. Another way is the relationship
between the local state and voluntary associations, which can shape, challenge, and
facilitate communities' participation in policy implementation at the local level.

Crisis management and planning: During national crises or natural disasters, local
communities play a crucial role in managing the situation. Their actions and requests for
assistance can influence the state's response and policy. In France, when the country faces
a major national crisis or natural disaster, local authorities emerge as key players in
managing these critical situations. Local groups in France are famous for their ability to
confront difficult situations and take proactive measures aimed at mitigating the impact of
crises. In the energy crisis, for example, these groups work to promote the use of
renewable energy sources and encourage the green economy. This contributes to achieving
self-sufficiency in the regions and reducing dependence on traditional energy sources. In

sudden-onset crises, local communities are taking urgent action to mitigate the impact of
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such crises on local populations. In the coronavirus pandemic, these groups have taken
strict measures to curb the spread of the virus, including the closure of schools and non-
essential work, and the provision of support to vulnerable and needy groups. Communities
contribute to enhancing coordination between various agencies and institutions concerned
with responding to crises. These groups work to direct joint efforts between different
sectors, including local government, non-governmental organizations, and private
companies, to ensure greater benefit from available expertise and resources, in addition to
guiding citizens and raising awareness about crises and the required preventive measures.
Through awareness and education campaigns, these groups can equip citizens with the
information necessary to keep themselves and the community safe, by implementing
response, mitigation, and recovery strategies. Their decisions, actions on the ground, and
requests for assistance have the potential to directly influence the country's overall
response and help shape crisis policies. Coordination of the national effort depends on
close cooperation between the local and national levels, as local authorities provide their
local expertise to direct relief initiatives, communicate with citizens, and allocate resources,
this is what happened regarding the COVID-19 crisis and the energy crisis. The state is
the best mechanism to guarantee the security of the individual. The state provides health
and educational services to citizens, which enhances their quality of life and contributes to
their security.

9. Local democracy: Democracy is considered a basic pillar in many developed countties,

and it is considered a means of solving many of the problems facing society.

Local authorities are places of participatory democracy where citizens can participate in decision-
making. Local elections allow residents to choose their local representatives. Local democracy
emerged as a fundamental pillar of the French political scene. Within local groups, whether they
take the form of municipalities, departments, or regions, participatory democracy emerges, allowing
citizens to actively participate in decision-making. Municipal, local, and regional election processes
embody the mechanism through which residents exercise their right to choose representatives who
will shape their immediate environment, thus forming a fundamental link between popular will and
popular governance. Local representation: Local groups and administrative bodies in France have
a distinct role through local representation of the population, as citizens’ participation in making
decisions that affect their lives is one of the most important principles of democracy. In the context
of this democratic participation, the importance of local representation comes as an essential part
of the political system in France. Local representation is an interface for citizens to interact with
local groups and influence decision-making that directly affects their lives and communities at the
local level. Representation of local communities reflects the idea of bottom-up governance,
whereby representatives are elected by residents to represent their interests and needs in local
bodies and councils. This political representation includes presenting the opinions and suggestions
of residents and communities and working to achieve their interests at the social and economic
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levels. The importance of local representation ranges from a range of aspects, from enhancing
communication between citizens and local authorities to achieving transparency and accountability
in the management of local affairs. Citizen interaction with these bodies contributes to directing
local policies toward meeting community needs and improving the quality of life at the local level.
State building is a necessary condition for achieving peace and stability in societies.

Local bodies represent a means to enhance joint participation in decision-making at the local level.
Representatives of different municipalities participate in making decisions that affect all members.
Bodies implement decisions and policies made at the local level. This includes the Department of

Public Services and Infrastructure.

Communities in France can influence local democracy through different means. This includes the
use of local referendums, which have been institutionalized in France since the 1990s. Local

referendums provide a means for communities to participate directly in decision-making processes.

The researcher concludes that the role of local administrative groups and bodies in France and
their political influence represents an essential element in the country's democracy. They exercise
their influence through local decisions and interaction with the central government. This
interaction between the local and national levels makes it possible to better respond to citizens'
needs and promote participatory governance through decision-making, public service provision,
and local development. Their active participation enriches the country's governance by creating
close links between citizens, local elected officials, and central government, contributing to a more
inclusive, adaptive, and balanced democracy.

These groups serve as a means of meeting the needs of local communities and ensuring that
national policies are implemented in a way that suits local realities. Given its vital role, it can
contribute to strengthening the balance between local and national authorities and strengthening
democracy at the local and national levels.

Local authorities in France represent a model of cooperation and partnership between different
levels of government. This experience can be useful for many other countries around the world
looking for ways to strengthen local governance and enhance the role of local bodies in achieving
sustainable development and improving the quality of life of their citizens.

France's experience emphasizes the importance of local administration in achieving balance and
interaction between local and national groups, which contributes significantly to achieving
sustainable political and economic development at the national and local levels.
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