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Abstract 

There is a complex interaction between Islamic culture, traditions, and moral values in 

modern-day Pakistani society and global digital media. By conducting an extensive 

examination of the intricacies of digital media dynamics and their influence on religious 

education, community engagement, cultural identity, and ethical behavior, this research 

provides a clear understanding of the diverse consequences that digital media has on the 

cultural milieu of Pakistan. Through analytical analysis, this study investigates the impact of 

digital media on cultural globalization, the dissemination of religious knowledge, the 

dynamics of social media, and challenges to moral values. The findings indicate that digital 
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media platforms function as influential catalysts of cultural globalization, enabling the 

widespread distribution of varied cultural viewpoints and customs across international 

boundaries. Nevertheless, the dissemination of cultural content on a global scale presents 

obstacles to the safeguarding of traditional Islamic values and cultural genuineness during 

Westernization and modernization. Case studies that exemplify the assimilation of worldwide 

cultural trends and the widespread occurrence of illicit conduct on the Internet offer empirical 

perspectives on the intricate nature of the influence of digital media on Islamic culture within 

Pakistan. The study culminates with contemplations on the ramifications of these results and 

proposes directions for further research, such as examining the efficacy of digital media 

interventions in advancing Islamic values and moral instruction and conducting longitudinal 

investigations that monitor the evolution of cultural attitudes and behaviors.  

Keywords: Islamic Culture, Global Digital Media, Moral Values, Pakistani Society, Religious 

Education, Social Media Dynamics, Traditions.  

Introduction 

In the hyper-connected world of the twenty-first century, the influence of global digital media 

on contemporary Pakistani society's Islamic customs, values, and culture is a subject that has 

gained increasing significance and relevance. The exponential growth of digital technologies 

confronts Pakistani society with the profound ramifications of digital media on its cultural 

tapestry, situated at the nexus of modernity and tradition. Global digital media's emergence 

has significantly transformed the way people obtain, ingest, and distribute information. 

Within the framework of Islamic culture, digital media platforms have emerged as influential 

catalysts for cultural exchange, shaping Pakistani citizens' attitudes and behavior (A. Abbasi, 

2020). These platforms include social media, streaming services, and online forums. For 

many reasons, it is important to understand how global digital media affects Islamic society 

in Pakistan. To begin with, Pakistan is a Muslim nation renowned for its profoundly Islamic 

cultural heritage. Hence, the influence of digital media on cultural dynamics engenders 

substantial repercussions for societal norms, values, and identity. Furthermore, the impact of 

digital media transcends regional boundaries, providing Pakistani citizens with access to a 

wide range of cultural viewpoints and principles (A. S. Abbasi, Akhter, & Umar, 2011). By 

examining this effect, one can gain a more profound comprehension of how globalization and 

Islamic culture intersect in the context of Pakistan. The principal objective of this scholarly 
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article is to conduct an analytical examination of how global digital media influences the 

moral values, customs, and Islamic culture of modern-day Pakistan. The purpose of this 

article is to unravel the intricacies and consequences of digital media's impact on Pakistani 

culture and identity through an analysis of the phenomenon's multifaceted aspects.  

 

The Landscape of Digital Media in Pakistan 

In the past few years, there has been a significant increase in the use of digital media in 

Pakistan. This is because more people have access to the internet, better technology, and 

cheaper smartphones. Recent statistics indicate that Pakistan is home to a substantial online 

populace, comprising millions of users who actively participate in digital media platforms 

daily. This phenomenon highlights the increasing significance of digital media in influencing 

cultural dialogue and societal dynamics within a nation (Schoemaker, 2016).  

The Influence of Prominent Digital Media Platforms 

 A wide range of digital media platforms exert influence over Pakistani audiences, with each 

platform targeting distinct demographics and content preferences. Social media platforms, 

including but not limited to Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, function as predominant 

means of communication, information dissemination, and social interaction, attracting a 

substantial user population (Aksar, Firdaus, Gong, & Anwar Pasha, 2024). Also, video-

sharing sites like YouTube and TikTok have become famous, especially among younger 

people. They affect fashion, lifestyle, and entertainment trends. Local brands and Pakistani 

Instagram influencers often work together to promote goods, which is a new way to advertise 

that reaches a lot of people. In addition, content producers on TikTok and YouTube have 

generated viral trends and online challenges that have rapidly expanded throughout the 

nation, reshaping its cultural environment.  

Digital Media Access and Internet Penetration in Urban and Rural Regions 

The growth of mobile networks and the construction of infrastructure have made it easier for 

more people in Pakistan to access the Internet. This trend has been ongoing in recent years. 

Although internet penetration and digital literacy are higher in urban areas, rural areas have 

also witnessed a gradual increase in internet usage. Nevertheless, inequalities in access 
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continue to exist, as rural communities lack the same level of availability of electronic media 

content and high-speed internet as their urban counterparts (Ahmad, Alvi, & Ittefaq, 2019). 

As an illustration, inhabitants of densely populated urban regions such as Karachi are 

endowed with fiber-optic internet access and streaming platforms (e.g., Amazon Prime and 

Netflix), which facilitate the uninterrupted consumption of digital entertainment. On the other 

hand, inadequate internet connectivity frequently confines residents of rural regions like 

Gilgit-Baltistan to rely solely on rudimentary mobile data services and social networking sites 

for accessing digital content.  

Smartphones' Impact on Digital Media Consumption Patterns 

The widespread use of smartphones has revolutionized the way individuals in Pakistan 

consume digital media, providing them with equal access to information and entertainment. 

In this age of readily available, inexpensive smartphones, even the poorest members of 

society are now capable of procuring digital media content while traveling. This has 

increased the prevalence of mobile internet usage among Pakistani users, with smartphones 

being the predominant devices used to access digital media. As a result, personalization and 

mobile centricity have become predominant in digital media consumption patterns, 

influencing how individuals interact with content and engage in online interactions (Shakoor, 

Fakhar, & Abbas, 2021). On his smartphone, a farmer in rural Pakistan, for instance, can now 

quickly access news updates, instructional videos, and entertainment material when taking 

breaks from working in the fields. This has facilitated not only the expansion of his 

entertainment choices and knowledge but also the maintenance of connections with the world 

beyond his village, thereby dismantling isolation and creating opportunities for personal 

development and growth.  

Traditions and Culture of Islam in Pakistani Society  

Due to its historical status as a Muslim country, Pakistan boasts a rich and diverse cultural 

legacy deeply rooted in Islamic customs. An assortment of Islamic civilizations, such as the 

Mughal Empire, the Delhi Sultanate, and the Arab conquests, have inhabited the region, 

which is now Pakistan. These historical forces have profoundly impacted Pakistan's cultural 

milieu, shaping the country's language, art, architecture, and societal conventions. This is one 

example of the widespread observance of Islamic holidays such as Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-



 

 Remittances Review 
 January, 2024 

 Volume: 9, No: 1, pp. 3514-3526 
ISSN: 2059-6588(Print) | ISSN 2059-6596(Online) 

3518           remittancesreview.com 
 

Adha, which involve traditional rituals and practices (Ahmed & Donnan, 1994). Moreover, 

the architectural miracles of Pakistan, including the Shah Jahan Mosque in Thatta and the 

Badshahi Mosque in Lahore, serve as tangible manifestations of the profound Islamic legacy 

that infiltrates every aspect of society. The fundamental components of Islamic traditions and 

culture deeply infiltrate numerous dimensions of Pakistani society, constituting a vast array 

of elements. Language is of the utmost importance; Urdu is the official language of the 

country, and Arabic is of considerable religious and cultural significance. Numerous 

Pakistanis observe Islamic decorum in their attire, which includes traditional garments like 

the shalwar kameez for women and men. Islamic teachings exert a profound influence on 

social customs, encompassing communal prayer, zakat (charity), and the observance of 

religious holidays such as Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Adha (Larsson, 2016).  

The Significance of Islamic Moral Principles and Values in Pakistani Society 

Islamic values and moral principles are of the utmost significance in Pakistani society, 

exerting a profound influence on familial dynamics, individual conduct, and established 

societal standards. Fundamental Islamic teachings establish the groundwork for social 

interactions around concepts including honesty, integrity, compassion, and reverence for 

elders. Fiqh, or Islamic jurisprudence, establishes principles for moral behavior and ethical 

conduct, emphasizing community welfare, justice, and equality. These values exert an impact 

not only on interpersonal exchanges but also on the governance, legal system, and education 

of Pakistan. Advocating for social responsibility, solidarity, and community, the teachings of 

Islam motivate followers to assist those in need and make contributions to the betterment of 

society. In addition to exerting a substantial influence on the cultural practices and traditions 

of Pakistani society, Islamic values also govern dietary patterns, apparel preferences, and 

celebrations and festivals. In Pakistani society, adherence to Islamic moral and value 

principles is regarded as crucial for preserving tranquility, harmony, and stability (Hassan, 

2002).  

Obstacles to the Modern Preservation of Islamic Traditions and Culture 

 Notwithstanding the lasting importance of Islamic culture and traditions in Pakistani society, 

the contemporary epoch poses a multitude of obstacles to their conservation and perpetuation. 

Traditional values and customs are subject to pressure because of globalization and 
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Westernization, which cause cultural hybridization and the gradual decline of specific 

cultural practices. Moreover, technological advancements, urbanization, and socioeconomic 

factors all contribute to transforming societal dynamics, which in turn alter how individuals 

interact with their cultural heritage (Al Alwani, 2005). Furthermore, external influences and 

political instability pose threats to the independence and integrity of Islamic culture in 

Pakistan. For instance, the proliferation of social media platforms has facilitated the 

dissemination of Western values and consumer culture, which has influenced the younger 

generation in Pakistan to prioritize the assimilation of foreign customs over their cultural 

heritage. The waning appeal of traditional attire and practices among the youth of Pakistan is 

evident, given the escalating online exposure they receive to Western fashion trends and ways 

of life. The recent case study highlights the consequences of external influences on Islamic 

culture in Pakistan, as evidenced by the waning appeal of traditional attire and practices 

among the youth population (Rahman, 2017). The proliferation of social media platforms has 

facilitated the infiltration of Western ideals and consumer culture into society, exerting an 

influence on the younger generation to prioritize the assimilation of foreign customs over 

their cultural heritage. Digitalization presents a peril to the independence and authenticity of 

Islamic culture in Pakistan, given the growing attraction of youth to online displays of 

Western fashion trends and lifestyles (Abu-Rabi, 1995).  

Effects of digital media on a global scale on Islamic culture 

Digital media platforms on a global scale have emerged as influential catalysts for cultural 

globalization, enabling the widespread distribution of varied cultural viewpoints and customs 

throughout international boundaries. Within the framework of Islamic culture, digital media 

exerts a substantial influence on the formation of perceptions and interpretations regarding 

Islamic traditions, values, and norms. The exponential proliferation of cultural content 

facilitated by the interconnectivity of digital media has resulted in the amalgamation of 

indigenous and international cultural components within Islamic societies such as Pakistan. 

Positive and negative effects result from this process of cultural globalization on the 

evolution and preservation of Islamic culture. Digital media exposure significantly influences 

the viewpoints of Pakistani youth, who often lead the way in digital media consumption 

(Safdar & Khan, 2020). Digital platforms, such as streaming services, social media, and 

online forums, immerse Pakistani youth in a multitude of global cultural influences. Youth 
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may reassess conventional Islamic values and practices, considering this exposure, as they 

navigate the intersection of global cultural trends and their cultural heritage. Furthermore, 

digital media serves as a platform for discourse and exchange, providing Pakistani youth with 

a diverse range of perspectives and understandings of Islamic culture. As Western cultural 

ideologies and norms permeate digital environments, exposure may also lead to the dilution 

or distortion of Islamic values (Islam, 2019).  

Reflections on the Implications of the Assimilation of Worldwide Cultural Trends on 

Islamic Identity 

The extent to which Pakistani youth have embraced worldwide cultural trends and the 

repercussions that this has on Islamic identity is evident. For instance, urban Pakistani youth's 

inclination towards Western fashion styles and lifestyle choices is indicative of how global 

digital media has shaped cultural tastes and habits. The influence of digital media on cultural 

consumption patterns is similarly demonstrated by the prevalence of Western films, music, 

and television programs among Pakistani audiences. Adoption of these international cultural 

trends, however, can also cause conflicts between Westernization and Islamic identity as 

young people navigate their cultural identities in a world that is becoming more 

interconnected (González Zarandona, Albarrán-Torres, & Isakhan, 2018). The uproar 

surrounding the Netflix series "Cuties" has spurred discussions on cultural norms and how 

Western media affects societies globally. It highlights the complexities of reconciling 

contemporary influences with traditional values in the digital age. In cultures where religion 

significantly influences identity formation, it also prompts inquiries into the way individuals 

harmonize their cultural stamp with worldwide media trends. Digital media has significantly 

transformed the dissemination of Islamic teachings and religious knowledge. By offering 

unparalleled accessibility to religious texts, lectures, and discussions, social networking sites 

have transformed the dissemination of such information. Islamic organizations and scholars 

utilize digital media platforms, including websites, social media, and online forums, to 

engage in religious discourse and connect with a worldwide audience. These digital platforms 

function as simulated sanctuaries, providing users with the means to access religious 

materials, consult with scholars for advice, and engage in religious communities. In addition, 

digital media platforms facilitate instantaneous communication and interaction, thereby 
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encouraging a wide range of audiences to share their perspectives and perceptions of Islamic 

teachings (Dalimunthe et al., 2023).  

Platforms for Online Religious Education in Pakistan and Their Effects on Society 

A multitude of digital religious education sites have surfaced in response to the increasing 

need for guidance and understanding of Islam within Pakistani society. Prominent online 

platforms, including Islamic Online University, Bayyinah Institute, and Al Maghrib Institute, 

provide extensive academic programs encompassing diverse facets of Islamic theology, 

jurisprudence, and spirituality. These platforms offer flexible and easily accessible 

educational opportunities for individuals of all socioeconomic backgrounds and geographic 

locations who wish to increase their knowledge of Islam (Jahan & Shabir, 2021). Moreover, 

by allowing Pakistani academicians to interact with an international audience via online 

platforms, they can extend their influence beyond conventional physical institutions. Online 

religious education platforms benefit Pakistani society, particularly by filling gaps in 

traditional religious instruction. These platforms enable individuals to assume responsibility 

for their religious education and critically engage with Islamic teachings. Moreover, they 

promote the development of a communal atmosphere among students, enabling them to 

exchange advice and work together. Nevertheless, online religious education presents 

obstacles, including the need to safeguard the integrity and dependability of materials, 

reconcile sectarian divisions, and tackle the digital divide, which could impede marginalized 

communities' access to online resources (Turner & Nasir, 2016). 

Prospects and Obstacles in the Application of Digital Media to Religious Education 

 Although digital media provides unparalleled prospects for the distribution of religious 

knowledge, it also poses certain obstacles that demand attention. Widespread online 

falsehoods and radical ideas pose a problem as they can misrepresent Islamic teachings and 

fuel radicalization and sectarianism. The integrity of Islamic teachings must also be 

preserved, which requires guaranteeing the caliber and reliability of online religious 

education materials. Ensuring equitable access to internet resources for religious instruction 

across Pakistani society necessitates eliminating the digital divide and enhancing digital 

literacy (Davis & Miroshnikova, 2013).  

The Dynamics of Social Media and Community Engagement 
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Social media platforms have a significant impact on the formation of community dynamics 

and the promotion of collective engagement in Pakistani society. Social media platforms, 

including Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, function as digital environments where users can 

engage in cross-geographic collaboration, communication, and connection. Social media has 

become an influential instrument in Pakistan for community mobilization, social movement 

organization, and the amplification of voices concerning a variety of political, religious, and 

social issues. Moreover, social media platforms enable the creation of digital communities 

predicated on common values, identities, and interests, allowing users to establish 

connections with peers who share similar perspectives and engage in substantive discussions 

(Steinmetz et al., 2021). 

Religion and Morality in Online Conversations 

 On social media, religious and moral spheres frequently emerge as topics of discussion, 

reflecting the multifarious viewpoints and interpretations prevalent in Pakistani society. 

Social media platforms are lively with debates and discussions about social justice, ethics, 

and Islamic theology. These discussions and debates have a significant impact on public 

opinion and collective attitudes. Nevertheless, online discussions about religious and moral 

matters have the potential to generate animosity and division along sectarian lines, fostering 

ideological conflicts. In addition, the pervasiveness and anonymity of social media platforms 

can intensify the dissemination of false knowledge and hate speech, thereby obstructing 

productive discourse and ethical participation (Hutchins & Tindall, 2016). 

Emphasizing the Function of Social Media Bloggers in the Advancement of Islamic 

Values 

Influencers on social media, such as public celebrities, activists, and religious scholars, are 

crucial in advancing Islamic principles and encouraging online community interaction. These 

influencers use their platforms to distribute religious doctrines, convey motivational 

messages, and promote social issues that are consistent with the tenets of Islam. Prominent 

intellectuals and orators employ social media platforms to disseminate Quranic reflections, 

lectures, and sermons, thereby attaining a substantial audience. In a similar vein, grassroots 

activists and community leaders employ social media to facilitate the coordination of 

philanthropic endeavors, foster interfaith discourse, and bring attention to urgent social 
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concerns. Recently, prominent Muslim figures have taken to social media to denounce hate 

crimes and acts of violence directed at the Muslim community, and to encourage their 

followers to unite in opposition to prejudice and in support of peace and harmony. These 

authoritative figures not only disseminate messages of compassion and tolerance, but they 

also address significant contemporary issues that Muslims worldwide face. In the digital era, 

their online presence functions as a potent instrument for education, advocacy, and 

mobilization (Halim, 2018).  

Digital Ethics: Overcoming Obstacles  

The ethical ramifications of the extensive integration of digital media into Pakistani society 

are significant as individuals grapple with the intricacies of online participation and 

consumption. The proliferation of digital platforms has flooded users with a diverse range of 

content, ranging from informative to detrimental. Concerns are raised regarding the ethical 

ramifications of digital media consumption due to the convenience of accessing a variety of 

content. These concerns include invasions of privacy, online harassment, and the spread of 

misinformation. In addition, the detrimental consequences of digital media addiction include 

the potential for excessive screen time, which may exacerbate social isolation, mental health 

concerns, and the deterioration of in-person social interactions (Shah et al., 2020).  

How Digital Media Challenges Islamic Morality 

Because of different narratives and ideologies, internet content sometimes undermines 

Islamic morality. Digital platforms that enable access to explicit material, unethical conduct, 

and provocative content directly undermine the Islamic values of modesty, decorum, and 

morality. Furthermore, the dissemination of Western cultural standards and ways of life via 

digital media has the potential to result in cultural assimilation and the erosion of Islamic 

values among Pakistan's youth. The proliferation of digital platforms that advocate 

materialism, individualism, and secularism poses a significant obstacle to the conservation of 

conventional Islamic ethical principles in the twenty-first century. Numerous case studies 

highlight the pervasiveness of illicit conduct on digital platforms and the negative 

consequences it has on Pakistani societal values (Muttaqin et al., 2023). An example of this is 

how the dissemination of misinformation and propaganda via social media platforms can 

engender discord and erode confidence in dependable information sources. In a similar vein, 
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the anonymity afforded by digital platforms often incentivizes individuals to partake in 

cyberbullying, hate speech, and online harassment, thereby contributing to the perpetuation of 

an intolerant and divisive culture. In addition, the escalation of online fraud, illicit activities, 

and cybercrime presents substantial ethical dilemmas as individuals exploit digital platforms 

for personal benefit while neglecting the betterment of society. The manipulation of public 

opinion during elections through the dissemination of false news and propaganda on social 

media, which increased political polarization and mistrust of democratic processes, is a 

concrete illustration of this. Furthermore, the widespread occurrence of online fraud that 

preys on individuals who are not vigilant has led to financial setbacks and absolves the 

offenders of responsibility while they conceal their activities behind the curtain of cyberspace 

(Zaheril, 2017). 

Conclusion 

This analytical study aimed to investigate the effects of worldwide digital media on 

contemporary Pakistani society as it relates to Islamic culture, traditions, and moral values. 

An analysis was conducted on the impact of digital media on various aspects, including 

cultural globalization, community engagement, the transmission of religious knowledge, and 

the dynamics of social media. We also examined case studies that demonstrate the 

assimilation of worldwide cultural trends and the widespread occurrence of unethical conduct 

on the internet. The study highlights the significant influence that international digital media 

has on Pakistani society, affecting attitudes, conduct, and cultural conventions. Although 

digital media provides opportunities for the circulation of religious knowledge and fosters 

community involvement, it also presents obstacles to the safeguarding of conventional 

Islamic values and ethical rectitude. The results underscore the necessity for initiative-taking 

strategies to confront the ethical ramifications associated with the usage of digital media and 

encourage conscientious conduct on the internet. Further investigation is warranted to 

examine the efficacy of digital media interventions in educating and promoting moral 

education and Islamic values among the youth of Pakistan. Furthermore, research 

investigating the impact of digital media on the promotion of interfaith dialogue, civic 

engagement, and social cohesion within Pakistani society would yield significant and 

worthwhile knowledge. Furthermore, the implementation of longitudinal studies that monitor 

the progression of cultural attitudes and behaviors in reaction to the impact of digital media 
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could significantly augment our comprehension of the ever-changing dynamics of Islamic 

culture in the era of digitalization. 
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