Remittances Review

March 2024,

Volume: 9, No: S 1,pp. 16-28

ISSN : 2059-6588(Print) | ISSN 2059-6596(0Online)

Received : 05 February 2024, Accepted: 31 March 2024 DOI:
https://doi.org/10.33282/rr.vx9i2.02

Initiatives of the Four Caliphs' Social Reforms

A Research and Analytical Study in the Light of Arabic Islamic Literature
Muhammad Usman Ali

College of Social Sciences Lincoln College University of Malaysia

Abstract:

The Noble Messenger Muhammad's (peace and blessings of Allah Almighty on him)
companions are the world's ambassadors and preachers of Islam, spread the religion to
all corners of the globe. For this, they presented theirself from every aspects. as a result,
has been said: Allah Almighty is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him?. There
are several grades between them because of their superiority and politeness. The four
Caliphs Rashidin (Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq, Hazrat Umar, Hazrat Usman, Hazrat Ali) were
the closest companions of the Noble Messenger Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah
Almighty on him) who not only made significant contributions to the life of the Noble
Messenger Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah Almighty on him) but also
consolidated and strengthened the Muslim Ummah socially, economically, and in every

aspect of life. They took many initiatives for the social reforms.

The main purpose of this study is to analyze the initiatives for the social reform of
the four caliphs. In this article, it is discussed, after the Noble Messenger Muhammad
(peace and blessings of Allah Almighty on him), how his companions established and

strengthened society socially and in other fields of life.

L al-Maidah: 119
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Introduction:

During his prophethood, the Supreme leader Muhammad (peace and blessings of
Allah almighty on him) brought the Age of Ignorance's culture up to the highest moral

standards. This happened through his social reforms.

Throughout his lifetime, the Noble Messenger Muhammad (peace and blessings of
Allah almighty on him) never appointed an heir. Also, he (peace and blessings of Allah
Almighty on him) did not inherit any strategy outlining how Muslims would govern
themselves. The Muslim Glorious book also didn’t contain verses that categorically relate
to a state or system of administration. Although it highlighted that the shura should be used
as a guide in administrative concerns. Due to this, at the last moment of the Supreme
Messenger Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah almighty on him), chaos rose.
Various temptations started to arise. Seeing the delicacy of the situation, Hazrat Abu Bakr
Siddiq (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him) stepped forward and managed the affairs
as the head and protected the society from fitnah and mischief. People also accepted you
wholeheartedly. He (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him) was affirmed the first ruler
of the Muslim Ummah after the Noble Messenger Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah
almighty on him). To protect society from all sorts of disputes, implement some social

reforms after taking over and delivered a sermon.

After praising Allah Almighty, he (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him) addressed:
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“0, people! I am made a ruler over you even though I am not superior to you. If I perform
beautifully please assist me; if I do poorly, then make me straight and established. Whoever
is weak among you is powerful to me because honesty is the foundation of trust and lying
is the height of treachery. Whoever is mighty and strong among you is weak and feeble to
me, and | will give him his right. If God wills, I will grant him the people's rights. The
people who abandoned Jihad in the way of God, Allah humiliates that people and the
people in which obscene acts are commonly practiced, Allah sends down various calls on
them. O, people! You must obey me as long as | follow the instructions of God and His
Messenger, and if | disobey them, you must obey me as well. Now stand up for your prayer.

May Allah have mercy on you.”

In his first sermon, Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddique (may Allah Almighty be pleased with
him) introduced social reform. He (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him) trampled the
distinction of status under his feet by saying that he was not superior because he was a
ruler. Rather he is like ordinary people. He (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him)
mentioned in his sermon that everyone has the right to inquire if he gives special honor to
anyone, acts fairly, or shows injustice. Another social issue that he reformed strictly was
stealing from the vulnerable and usurping their rights. Expressed most important point
which is causing the destruction of social values is the generalization of obscene acts.
Obedience to the leader is obligatory as long as he is following the orders of Allah and His

Messenger.

It's crucial that everything is said purely for Allah's pleasure in order to maintain

social harmony. If a person says something that does not involve the wish of Allah. Of

2 Abd al-Malik bin Hisham bin Ayoub, Biography of the Prophet by Ibn Hisham, (Mustafa Al-Babi Al-Halabi
& Sons Library and Printing Company, Egypt, 1955), Vol. 2, P. 661.
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course there will be some personal gain or loss for someone other. There can be fine in

society when the purpose of what you say is only for God's pleasure.

Therefore, it is necessary to do avery act, say or write any quotation, this will be
only for the will of Allah Almighty. As Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq (peace be upon him) said

in his sermon:
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"There is nothing good in this saying that does not seek the happiness of Allah”.

At one point, Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddique (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him)
dispatched an army in the direction of Syria. He selected Hazrat Yazid bin Abi Sufyan (may
Allah Almighty be pleased with him) to take charge of this army and serve as its
commander. When the army was getting ready to leave, Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddig (may Allah
Almighty be pleased with him) gave them a sermon in which he advised them on ten things

which are followings:
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“Not to kill women, boys, or elderly people; not to cut down any fruit trees; not to destroy
any populations; not to slaughter a camel for any reason other than sustenance; not to
uproot a palm tree or burn it; and neither to be wasteful nor miserly. These are the

commandments.”

When it came time to choose an Ameer to administer the affairs of the community
after the death of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah Almighty on him),
the people were split into different factions. There were some who were demanding that

3 Abu Naeem al-Asbhani, Haliyat al-Awaliya, vol. 1, p. 36.
4 Abd al-Rahman bin Muhammad bin Muhammad, Ibn Khaldun, Tarikh Ibn Khaldun, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut,
Volume: 2, p: 489.
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there should be two leaders. So Hazrat Abu Bakr Sadig (may Allah Almighty be pleased

with him) said:
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"It is forbidden for Muslims to have more than one Amir. It is possible that their
judgements and decisions will be different, that sectarianism will develop among Muslims,
that there will be conflicts, that the Sunnah will be abandoned, that innovation will appear,

that sedition will take hold, and that none of this will be beneficial for anybody. ”

Zakat is an important part of Islam and is also important for the health of society
as a whole. Which every rich person has to do at a certain rate. During the time of Hazrat
Abu Bakr Siddique (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him), some people refused to give
Zakat. Zakat is important for keeping peace and order in society. If a poor person's wants
aren't met, he will choose to steal, rob, or do other bad things. Because of this Hazrat Abu

Bakr Siddiq (peace be upon him) declared war against them. As has been mentioned:
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“1 swear of Allah! I will battle anyone who makes a distinction between zakat and prayer
because zakat is the right to wealth, while prayer is an obligation. I swear to Allah that if

> Hamad bin Al-Hussein bin Ali bin Musa, Abu Bakr Al-Bayhagi, Al-Sunan Al-Kubra, Dar Al-Kutub Al-Alami,
Beirut - Labanat, Ed: 3, Number: 16650
6 Sahih Bukhari, Book of Zakat, Chapter Wajub al-Zakwat, Hadith: 1400
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they withhold even one kid of the goat that they were supposed to pay to the Messenger of
Allah, I will surely fight with them even if they withhold it.”

It is a common practise to take the life of another person in order to accomplish
one's goals. The thief, in particular, is the one who takes the property. When there is
opposition, it kills. Killing is a terrible act and is considered one of the big sins. Hazrat
Abu Bakr Siddique (peace be upon him) said:
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“Abu Barza narrated that Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddique was very angry with a person, so |
asked him, Caliph of the Noble Messenger, kill him. You said you are bad. No one have

authority to do that after the Messenger of Allah.”

It is vital for a person to obey the chief of the area in order to ensure the wellbeing
of the society as a whole. Follow the instructions that have been given to you and put an
end to the behaviours that have been prohibited. Because every member of the society will
behave in accordance with his or her own will and interests, many people's rights will be

violated as a result. the prerequisite is that the chief possesses a good moral character.
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7 Tarikh al-Khilafah, page: 81, Abu Dawud, volume: 4, page: 4363.
8 Abd al-Rahman bin Abi Bakr, Jalal al-Din Al-Suyuti, History of the Caliphs, Nizar Mustafa Al-Baz Library,
1425 AH, p. 83.
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“Because the human is to obey Allah and His rulers who enjoin good and forbid evil, the
comprehensive word of Allah is to obey the person ruled by Allah. Whoever obeys Allah
and His authorities, who encourage good and forbid evil, has accomplished his duty and

his right.”

During one war in Iraq, Hazrat Umar (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him)
appointed Hazrat Saad bin Abi Waqqgas (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him) as

the main commander and gave him the following instructions:
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“O Saad bin Abi Wagqas, do not let the thought that you are the maternal uncle of the
Messenger of Allah and his Companions make you careless of Allah. As a result of the fact
that Allah doesn't forgive evil for evil; instead forgives evil for good. Regarding Allah,
obedience and self-denial are the only things that set people apart from one another.
According to him, all creatures are equal and differ according to religion. Allah is the
Sustainer of all. And each one of them is His servant; but, the accumulation of good works
might elevate the status of some above others. And through obedience comes His pleasure.
So keeping in mind the things that you have seen the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah Almighty on him) do and considering them as necessary the things that

he (peace and blessings of Allah Almighty on him) had authorized, you should be patient. ”

Once, Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddique (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him)

delivered a speech for the purpose of educating the people in which he provided a great

9 1bn Khaldrun, Vol. 2 p. 529.
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point of guidance. The everyday routine of a man involves dealing with a variety of issues
concerning his existence. If he takes into account Allah's pleasure in the situation, then
Allah's assistance will also be taken into account. If there is a decent motive behind one's
work or affairs, then such things will acquire a position of approval with Allah Almighty.
He (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him) emphasised the significance of moderation
in maintaining a healthy and successful social life, one in which there is neither an
abundance nor a scarcity of affairs. Another important thing that you have pointed out is

that following it is noble and honorable and abandoning it is disgraceful as you said:
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“Every work has some purposes; if somebody achieves these goals, they are sufficient for
him; and whoever does for Allah's sake, Allah is sufficient for him. Moderation is
something that is required, as it is something that will get you closer to your goal.
Beware, whoever lacks faith has no religion; whoever lacks fear has no faith; whoever
lacks good intentions has no religion; thus, beware, his deeds are unacceptable. In the
Qur'an, Jihad in the way of Allah is a great reward. Every Muslim should give special
importance to it, this is the salvation towards which Allah Almighty has guided, because
because of it, a person gets rid of humiliation and disgrace and he gets nobility and

greatness.”

Once, Hazrat Umar Farooq (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him) offered some

advice regarding knowledge, which is of utmost significance in reforming social life. It is

19 Abu al-Fida Ismail bin Umar bin Kathir, Albidaya Vannihaya, Dar al-Fikr, vol. 7, page 3.
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important to gain the knowledge that will be beneficial. No one should get the knowledge

that will cause trouble for society. As has been said:
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“Anyone who acquires knowledge should benefit through it.”

Justice which has fundamental importance in maintainging the society. He (may

Allah Almighty be pleased with him) said about it:
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“So there are some signs and tidings for justice. Its signs are shyness, generosity, ease and
softness. As for the good news, mercy. Allah has produce a door for every matter and
facilitates a key for every door. The door of justice is thought and prudence, and its key is

asceticism.”

As long as individuals can get along with one another and work together, there will
be prosperity in society. If the people in society are not unified with one another, there will
be anarchy in this society. What Hazrat Umar Farooq has to say about it can be expressed

as follows:
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“Do not quarrel with each other, otherwise you will lose your temper”

11 Albidaya Vannihaya, Vol: 7, P: 36
12 Albidaya Vannihaya, Vol: 7, P:107
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Abusing alcohol is a despicable behaviour. One of the primary reasons for this is
because a drunk person loses touch with their senses. He loses all sense of what is large
and what is small, as well as right and wrong, modesty, and shame. As long as a person is
under the influence of alcohol, they pose a danger to the harmony that exists within our
community. Because of this, drinking alcohol is strictly forbidden under Islamic law. It is

strongly discouraged by the Qur'an, which refers to it as a devilish conduct.

The Companions followed it strictly. Once a governor complained to Hazrat Usman
that he was a drunkard. When a chief drinks alcohol, what will happen to the common
people of the area? He (may Allah be pleased with him) not only deposed him but also

punished him severely. As has been mentioned:
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“So Hazrat Usman (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him) ordered them to appear
and be flogged. It is said that Hazrat Ali (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him)
removed his robe and Saeed bin Abi Al-Aaz whipped him in front of Uthman (may Allah
Almighty be pleased with him). Then Usman (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him)
deposed him”

For the prosperity of the society, it is necessary that the people who are leading
it. Keep your mouth shut against them. As has been said by Hazrat Usman (may Allah

Almighty be pleased with him):
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13 Albidaya Vannihaya, Vol: 7, P: 155
14 Albidaya Vannihaya, Vol: 7, P: 169
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“keep your mouth in check and stop from criticising and placing blame on the people in

authority over you”

What should someone do if they do anything wrong? Regarding this, Hazrat Usman

(may Allah Almighty be pleased with him) said in his a sermon:
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Saif bin Umar has narrated that Hazrat Uthman (may Allah Almighty be pleased
with him) climbed up on the pulpit after offering the Friday prayer and gave a speech in

which he said:

“O poor people of the country! Fear Allah, fear Allah, so wipe out wrongdoing with

righteousness, surely Allah wipes out wrongdoing and evil through good deeds”

As a social reform, Hazrat Usman (may Allah Almighty be pleased with him) once
warned in his last address, "Do not become so greedy for wealth that you start killing the
rights of others." Instead, keep in mind that this world is only a place of transit. Finally,
there is death. You emphasised unity as being the most crucial factor. As has been

mentioned:
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“It is true that Allah Almighty sent you this world so that you could seek the Hereafter
through it rather than so that you would be drawn to it. You people prefer what remains
over what perishes, so don't be arrogant and don't ignore what is still alive. The world is
about to end, so you need to turn to Allah and fear Him. Indeed, the fear of Allah protects

against His wrath and provides the means to avoid it. Beware of anybody other than Allah,

15 Albidaya Vannihaya, Vol: 7, P: 176
16 Albidaya Vannihaya, Vol: 7, P: 215
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hold the Jamaat to be obligatory, and avoid splintering into other sects and political

groups”
Conclusion:

Due to their contributions and close relationship with the Prophet of Allah, the
Caliphs occupy a significant place in Islam. Instead, the Prophet of Allah once remarked,
"Take my path and the paths of these four of my companions if you find the time of going
astray."*” You will be successful if you follow this advice. Therefore, the efforts made by
the Caliphs for the purpose of social reform must be taken into consideration. Even today,
for a community to be prosperity and developed, it should be accepted, and their advice

should be followed.
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