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Abstract 

This research paper examines how Kim Jong-Un, drawing on his own and that of his 

ancestors' experience, has moved to the challenge of denuclearization process. After taking 

control in 2011, Kim Jong-Un inherited the nuclear legacy from his father and the nuclear 

ambition from his grandfather. This paper analyzes how North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un's 

personal incentives and strategic plans shape the prospects for denuclearization talks. It explores 

Kim's goals, driven by both individual aspirations and authoritative points of reference, and how 

these elements influence his discursive strategies. It examines the extent to which domestic 

motives, such as issues of public pride and state security, influence North Korea's approach to 

dealing with the denuclearization and its readiness to engage in significant exchanges. 

Additionally, it examines how external factors, particularly the US political strategy, shape Kim 

Jong-Un's regime and what position he takes in the negotiations. Through a far-reaching 

investigation of key events, including the 2013 Beijing summit, and the 2018 Singapore talks, 

the report provides insight into the evolving elements of US-DPRK relations. By understanding 

the exchange of internal and external elements, this paper expects to make suggestions for 

https://doi.org/10.33282/rr.vx9il.43
mailto:bilalbinliaqat@gcuf.edu.pk


Remittances Review 
 May 2024,  

Volume: 9, No: S 2,pp. 768-793 
ISSN : 2059-6588(Print) | ISSN 2059-6596(Online) 

769   remittancesreview.com 
 

additional successful reconciliation strategies to denuclearize North Korea. 

 

Keywords: Denuclearization, Kim Jong-Un, North Korea, US-DPRK Relations, Nuclear 

Legacy, Strategic Negotiations, Domestic and External Influences 

Introduction 

Kim Jong-Un has been the focus of worldwide attention since assuming power in 2011 

over North Korea's nuclear ambitions. He inherited the nuclear program legacy from his family, 

which meant he had to deal with international tensions while also taking care of domestic 

priorities. The geopolitical environment of the Korean Peninsula has been profoundly influenced 

by the necessary choices and individual inspiration of its leader, Kim Jong-Un. Its approach to 

dealing with denuclearization efforts and the extensive diplomatic tactics of the Democratic 

People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) is shaped by the domestic, personal and global elements. 

This paper aims to investigate these variables to understand how they affect North Korea's 

position in the denuclearization negotiations and the general prospects for achieving sustainable 

harmony and security in the region. His own inspirations, including his regime's pursuit of 

endurance and legitimacy, the strengthening of national pride, and the achievement of strategic 

economic and military goals, are essential to trace his conciliatory maneuvers. This research 

paper will investigate how these factors influence its strategies and procedures in the 

denuclearization negotiations. 

Domestic motives likewise play a large part in shaping North Korea's approach to 

denuclearization. Issues of national strength and state security are intimately linked with the 

country's nuclear ambitions. This system includes the nuclear program as an image of national 

pride and independence, which helps maintain internal unity and discourage external threats. The 

leadership in North Korean often posits nuclear capabilities as fundamental to public survival, 

leading to their readiness to participate in denuclearization efforts. This research will analyze 

how these domestic elements shape North Korea's negotiation efforts and its ability to make 

concessions. External pressure, especially strategic pressure from the U.S., is necessary to 

moderate North Korea's stance. The United States has used a variety of approaches over the long 

term to denuclearize North Korea, ranging from significant persistence to extreme pressure. 
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These systems have fundamentally affected the way Kim Jong-Un negotiates, forcing him to 

adjust between making strategic concessions and showing power. This paper will examine how 

US political efforts and other factors shape Kim Jong-Un's negotiation strategies and his broader 

key goals. 

US diplomatic approaches towards North Korea have shown variation under different 

administrations, yet their goal to deter North Korea's nuclear ambitions through a combination of 

sanctions, strategic disengagement, and deterrence remains unchanged. Under the Obama 

administration, the strategic patience policy sought to isolate North Korea while executing it hard 

to demonstrate its readiness to denuclearize. On the other hand, the maximum pressure strategy 

under the Trump Organization aimed to bring North Korea to the settlement table through 

stronger sanctions and military threats. These external pressures have fundamentally affected 

Kim Jong-Un's strategic approach, convincing him to take a more accommodating and key 

position in negotiations while striving to maintain his nuclear capabilities. Moreover, his desire 

to shore up his regime's endurance and national pride drives his imperative choices, making the 

road to denuclearization difficult and filled with challenges. By examining these components, 

this paper aims to provide a detailed understanding of the elements that influence the North 

Korea’s path to denuclearization providing possible ways for sustainable harmony, and security 

on the Korean Peninsula.  

Statement of Problem 

Political elements in North Korea are tangled by a combination of internal and external 

variables that pose major obstacles to denuclearization. Within the North Korea, the pursuit of 

nuclear capabilities is well grounded in ideas of security and national pride and is consistent with 

Kim's authoritarian administration style and strategic approach. Furthermore, denuclearization is 

complicated by the influence of neighboring countries and international actors. 

Research Questions 

• How do North Korea's Kim Jong-Un's personal inspirations and ambitious plans shape 

the prospects for denuclearization and his nation's approach to those efforts? 

• How domestic motives, such as, issues of state security and national pride shape North 

Korea’s denuclearization efforts and its willingness to participate in such efforts? 
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• How do various external elements, such as the political pressure from US, shape Kim 

Jong-Un's approach to denuclearization negotiations and the positions he takes in these 

discussions? 

Objectives 

• To Investigate how Kim Jong-Un's own inspiration and key strategies influence the way 

North Korea deals with denuclearization exchanges. 

• To analyze the impact of Kim Jong-Un's style of leadership on denuclearization efforts. 

• To examine the extent to which domestic motives, for example, state security and 

national pride, shape North Korea's ability to participate in denuclearization efforts. 

• To analyze the impact of external pressures, particularly US diplomatic strategies, on 

Kim Jong-Un's approach to denuclearization efforts and the necessary positions he takes 

in these discussions. 

• To evaluate the interactions between domestic, personal, and international elements in 

shaping North Korea's denuclearization regime and outcomes. 

• To understand the effectiveness of various U.S. diplomatic approaches in influencing 

North Korea's denuclearization efforts. 

Methodology 

This research paper follows a qualitative approach, analyzing the prospects for 

denuclearization in North Korea under Kim Jong-Un. By examining secondary sources, 

including related books, scholarly articles, official reports from various states and analyses on 

the policy changes, diplomatic efforts, regional and the global context of North Korea's nuclear 

program, the research examines the diverse issue. By examining the existing literature and 

analyzing the data critically, the research seeks to understand the various strategies, issues, and 

stakes involved in the denuclearization efforts in North Korea under the Kim Jong-Un regime 

and contributes to the knowledge by qualitative analyses. 

Theoretical Framework 

This research draws on constructive and realist theories in international relations to 

understand the complexities of denuclearization talks with North Korea under Kim’s leadership.  
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From a realist view, these negotiations can be seen as a means of struggle for the power 

and personal interests among the parties involved. External factors, such as economic sanctions 

and regional tensions, characterize competition to influence and security among countries. 

Whereas a constructivist approach would claim that thoughts and beliefs shape activities. North 

Korea's security and national pride significantly influence how it approaches denuclearization. 

These ideas are perpetuated by things like national identity and state misleading propaganda. 

Moreover, external tensions, such as sanctions, mirror the shared assumptions that have arisen 

among members of the global community about what nuclear demobilization efforts should 

entail. 

As research views domestic politics theories, it addresses internal dynamics of North 

Korea. The actions of the North Korean regime, including its public sentiment, ruling elite, and 

military establishment all influence Kim's assessment of denuclearization. These internal 

elements also intersect with external pressures, creating the order in which things operate. By 

viewing the denuclearization efforts through realist and constructive approaches, the researcher 

gains a better understanding of challenges, opportunities and motivations, reshaping a complex 

geopolitical issue to study human and societal behavior. 

Literature review 

Barannikova’s (2022) article, “Korean Peninsula Nuclear Issue: Challenges and 

Prospects” discusses North Korea's key nuclear posture and its long-term implications.  The 

review examines the country's nuclear program, including its events, organization, and potential 

objectives, as well as the challenges and risks associated with its nuclear capabilities. Bermudez 

claims that North Korea's nuclear program is an important part of its national security system, 

and that it has been gradually modernized. The article highlights the importance of looking at 

North Korea's nuclear posture to develop powerful techniques for deterrence and crisis 

management (Barannikova, 2022). 

Klinger's (2018) article, “Why does North Korea want nukes” provides a comprehensive 

overview of the changing elements of the global framework in the post-cold war era. As Jarvis 

points out, the unipolar system following the end of the cold war is giving way to a more 

turbulent and multipolar world, with important implications for global security and stability. The 
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article examines the variables driving this shift, including the rise of new powers, changing 

perceptions of conflict, and the breakdown of US hegemony. Jarvis contends that understanding 

these elements is critical to creating compelling systems to address 21st-century challenges. The 

article offers a nuanced understanding of the troubling exchange of economic, political, and 

military variables that make up the global framework (Klinger, 2018). 

Cha's (2018) book, "The Impossible State: North Korea, Past and Future”, provides a far-

reaching examination of North Korea's experiences, government problems, and economy. The 

book looks at the nation at different times, including its nuclear program, record on fundamental 

freedoms, and relationships around the world. Cha claims that looking at North Korea's 

experiences and governance is important to developing a viable approach to the country. This 

book offers a nuanced understanding of the troubling challenges posed by North Korea, 

including its nuclear program (Cha, 2018). 

Revere’s (2021) study, "North Koreas new nuclear gambit and the fate of 

denuclearization" examines North Korea's new shift towards negotiations and its proposals for 

regional stability. According to Revere, North Korea's nuclear program has become a central 

issue in global relations, and its conciliatory efforts to resolve the issue have met with limited 

success. This review highlights the complexities of North Korea's nuclear program and the 

importance of its political efforts to develop a coercive system to address the issue. This article 

emphasizes the need for a holistic approach to dealing with the nuclear issue, including a 

combination of approval, discretion, and financial incentives. By examining the nuclear 

strategies and North Korea’s worldwide relations, this article offers a brief understanding of the 

troubling difficulties presented by North Korea's nuclear program (Revere, 2021). 

Fonju's (2021) book, " THE ORIGINS OF NORTH KOREAN NUCLEAR AMBITIONS 

OF TRAUMATISING THE WORLD” explains the passive nuclear powers of Japan, South 

Korea and Taiwan present a complex international landscape in Asia, with suggestions for 

regional security and dependency. This book investigates the verifiable configuration, the current 

nuclear posture, and the future implications of those nations potentially acquiring nuclear 

weapons. Fitzpatrick's examination provides important experiences in the essential 

considerations and difficulties related to nuclear proliferation in East Asia, providing insight into 

the developing elements of nuclear deterrence in the region (Fonju, 2021). 
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Denuclearization efforts in North Korea under Kim-Jong Un 

The issue of North Korea’s denuclearization has been a contentious and significant issue 

in world relations. Under Kim Jong-Un's leadership, North Korea continues to develop its 

nuclear weapons program despite worldwide sanctions and political tensions. The regime's new 

nuclear strategy and the fate of denuclearization have turned into a major concern for the world 

community, particularly the United States. So far, North Korea has conducted a few nuclear tests 

and launched rockets, heightening tensions on the Korean peninsula and around the globe. The 

regime's pursuit of nuclear weapons is motivated by its desire for its own safety and security, as 

well as its desire to deter unknown hostilities. 

 

Kim Jong-Un's Leadership Style and Priorities: 

North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un has been in power since 2011 after the death of his 

father, Kim Jong-II. Under Kim Jong-Un, North Korea has undergone massive changes in its 

domestic and international strategies. The paper will provide in-depth study of Kim Jong-Un's 

interests and leadership style, with an emphasis on efforts to denuclearize North Korea. 

 

Leadership Style: 

Kim Jong-Un's leadership style blends his grandfather's magnetism, his father's military-

centric approach, and his own practical leadership. His leadership is marked by a "cult of 

personality" and prioritizing the strengthening of North Korea’s military prowess over the 

economic sector (Barannikova, 2020). This cult of personality is framed through propaganda 

campaigns, which portrays Kim as the epitome of North Korean resilience and strength. The 

"cult of personality" surrounding Kim Jong-Un highlights his part in North Korean culture, 

where he is seen as a charismatic and assertive leader. This role strengthens his power and 

influence among the public, solidifies its position, and fosters allegiance among its followers. 

(Fiffield, 2019). 

Furthermore, Kim Jong-Un's leadership style is similarly defined by a ruthless 

combination of force through purges and executions. Since assuming power, he has orchestrated 

the ouster of various officials seen as a threat to his position, including his own uncle, Jung Song 

Thaek, who was executed in 2013, highlighting its tyrannical grip on power (Zhao, 2022). 
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Throughout its history, the regime has employed oppression and violence to retain control and 

Kim’s actions are in accordance with this approach. Through purges and executions, he hopes to 

tighten his control and eliminate any threat to his power, sending a sobering message to others 

within the system about the consequences of resisting his rule. 

 

Kim Jong-Un's Priorities: 

The primary agenda of Kim Jong-Un is to preserve regime stability and strengthen the 

country's strategic capabilities. A major focus for Kim Jong-Un is the development of ballistic 

missiles, and nuclear weapons. These weapons serve as essential deterrents against potentially 

unwarranted hostility and contribute to upgrading North Korea's position around the world. By 

focusing on military strength, North Korea intends to protect its power and sovereignty globally. 

Despite his strategic goals, Kim Jong-Un has similarly focused on boosting North Korea's 

economy. He is focused on making North Korea more independent and is developing key 

industries such as energy, manufacturing, and mining. This emphasis on financial development 

shows that Kim Jong-Un understands the importance of large spheres of power to keep the 

system stable and rigid. By putting resources into key areas, North Korea is meant to be less 

dependent on different countries and better equipped to deal with its own needs.  

 

Denuclearization Efforts: 

Kim Jong-Un's stance on denuclearization has been expressed through a combination of 

contradictory gestures and activities. While it has independently expressed readiness to 

denuclearize, its regime has included advances in missile and nuclear testing, which have 

strained North Korea's strategic capabilities. These activities have raised doubts among the 

international community about the seriousness of North Korea's denuclearization commitments 

(Park, Klinger & Cha, 2021). Kim Jong-Un's readiness to engage in denuclearization talks 

demonstrates his pragmatic approach. He sees the prospect of nuclear disarmament as a means to 

truly secure the necessary financial aid and guarantees state security. By offering 

denuclearization in exchange for financial benefits, Kim Jong-Un means to ease North Korea's 

financial woes while protecting the integrity of his regime. This imperative procedure 

underscores the importance of securing non-discriminatory benefits in exchange for concessions 
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on nuclear disarmament. 

 

Personal Motivations Driving North Korea's Nuclear Program 

The individual motivations driving North Korea's nuclear program are complicated and 

diverse, driven by a mix of domestic, regional, and global factors. Central to these motivations is 

the desire for system endurance and the need to maintain a sense of public safety and power. For 

North Korea's current leader, Kim Jong-Un, the nuclear program has become an important part 

of his initiative and a way to consolidate power. The possession of nuclear capabilities 

strengthens Kim Jong-Un's position locally and globally, portraying North Korea as a significant 

player in the elements of regional security. Yet, while the nuclear program offers the upper hand, 

it also brings risks such as worldwide disengagement and heightened regional tensions. 

 

Deterring Foreign Aggression and Ensuring Regime Survival: 

The motivation to pursue North Korea's nuclear program stems primarily from a desire to 

end unfamiliar hostility and ensure the system's resilience. This inspiration is deeply influenced 

by the country's encounters with conflicts and the perception of vulnerability to potential attacks, 

especially from the US and South Korea. North Korea views the possession of nuclear weapons 

as a primary means of discouraging such hostility and maintaining its power and security. North 

Korea's ballistic missiles and nuclear weapons program continue to advance, despite the UN 

Security council's significant strategic efforts and sanctions. North Korea has launched more than 

80 long-range rocket tests since 2022, and U.S. government officials have detailed that North 

Korea is moving toward building a nuclear war-fighting capability to bypass regional missile 

systems. 

The nuclear program is billed as an integral part of North Korea's security system, which 

is meant to deter various countries from considering military confrontation or hostile activities 

against the regime. With nuclear capabilities, North Korea demonstrates its ability to inflict 

significant damage to any would-be attacker, thereby increasing the costs of any strategic activity 

directed toward the country. The effects of this deterrence are expected to maintain harmony and 

stability on the Korean landmass and prevent an episode of armed conflict. U.S. strategy and UN 

targets call for North Korea to abandon its nuclear weapons and missile programs, yet Kim Jong-
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Un has repeatedly rejected denuclearization negotiations. The system has likewise expanded the 

circumstances under which it will use nuclear weapons. The conditions under which North Korea 

would use nuclear weapons have been expanded to include a plausible first use for situations that 

compromise the system's endurance.  

 

Maintaining National Pride and Sovereignty: 

The nuclear program addresses the foundation of North Korea's verifiability and social 

identity, exemplifying the country's assurance of maintaining its sovereignty and independence. 

This program is deeply connected with the identity of the nation, which is established against the 

background of imperialism, war and constant international pressure. For North Korea, nuclear 

capability is not just a necessary resource but an image of its resistance to the threats posed by 

the settlers and a demonstration of its confidence. By possessing a nuclear capability, North 

Korea intends to project its capabilities and strength, project itself as a significant power to 

protect its interests and maintain its exceptional role amid global tensions. The development of 

nuclear weapons is considered fundamental to guaranteeing that North Korea can deter any 

threats or attempts to intervene by additional powerful countries, particularly the United States 

and its partners. That deterrence is crucial for North Korea, which has for years faced financial 

sanctions and military threats that it sees as existential problems. 

Similarly, the nuclear program also plays an important role in domestic governance 

issues. It reinforces the legitimacy of the system and unites the people under the banner of state 

security and national pride. North Korea's national pride and desire to maintain dominance is 

also evident in its foreign policy. The nation has long sought formal recognition as a nuclear-

weapon state in order to negotiate with the United States on an equal basis. Pyongyang's ultimate 

goal is to “establish an overall influence with the United States,” Foreign Minister of North 

Korea, Ri Yong-ho, told the United Nations General Assembly (Robertson, 2022). This mission 

to be recognized as a nuclear state highlights North Korea's essential calculations. By gaining 

such recognition, North Korea hopes to legitimize its nuclear weapons stockpile and accordingly 

strengthen its bargaining position around the world. This will not only raise its status on the 

world stage but will also have a great influence in its dealings with various nations, especially 

the United States. 
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Power and Control: 

Kim Jong-Un's own inspirations are well-founded in his desire for power and control. Its 

own distinction is closely tied to the country's nuclear and ICBM programs. By pushing for these 

essential projects, Kim Jong-Un is expected to consolidate his position and present himself as a 

central figure in North Korea and the global arena. Kim Jong-Un has shown a great desire for 

power, which has influenced his choices and actions as a leader. His fixation on power has been 

evident throughout his tenure and has been an important consideration in shaping North Korea's 

international strategy and military turn of events. This focus on consolidating power has 

influenced their strong position on nuclear weapons and the way they approach global relations. 

Kim Jong-Un's desire for power and control is also tied to his own security. Kim Jong-Un sees 

North Korea's strategic development as critical to his own endurance and the survival of his 

regime. This inspiration is closely related to his desire to stay in command of the system. His 

emphasis on military power is a way to protect his initiative and ward off any threat from within 

or outside his power.  

 

Fear and Survival Instincts Driving Kim Jong-Un's Nuclear Ambitions: 

State security is perhaps the most fundamental driving force behind North Korea's 

nuclear program. Nuclear weapons are considered an essential part of North Korea's strategy for 

survival. They act as a strong barrier against any external attempts to undermine or oust the 

regime. The collapse of Muammar Gaddafi's regime in Libya after he agreed to destroy his 

nuclear program is a strong wake-up call for Kim Jong-Un. As a result, North Korea continues to 

advance its nuclear program. Kim Jong-Un's initiative has been significantly influenced by a 

strong sense of fear of external threats, particularly the United States. The presence of U.S. 

military forces in South Korea and occasional joint military activities by the U.S., and South 

Korea is viewed by Pyongyang as an immediate threat to its hegemony and security. These 

elements add to the system's belief that nuclear weapons are a deterrent against anticipated 

hostilities by the United States or its partners (Han & Kim, 2022). 

 

Isolation and Lack of Trust in its Allies: 
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Kim Jong-Un's concern about external threats is similarly affected by North Korea's isolation and 

lack of trust among its partners. Despite verifiable allies such as Russia and China, North Korea 

has avoided and prevented its nuclear program from falling under their influence. This mindset 

comes from a desire to guarantee that North Korea is the sole regulator of its nuclear weapons’ 

stockpile, which is seen as a core component of national power.  By keeping its nuclear program 

autonomous, North Korea potentially avoids disruption or pressure from its partners, 

guaranteeing that its essential choices will not be undermined by external influences. 

Historically, North Korea has experienced times of extreme diplomatic pressure, economic 

sanctions, and international isolation. These encounters have solidified a deep-rooted mistrust of 

its enemies as well as its allies. The regime sees that dependence on external powers can lead to 

reliance, which can erode its command over basic matters of public security, including its 

nuclear weapons program. 

 

Economic Benefits of the Nuclear Program: 

The financial benefits of North Korea's nuclear program are a major motivation for the 

system's pursuit of nuclear weapons. The program has led to significant financial guidance and 

speculation from China and other countries, providing immediate financial support to the state. 

By harnessing its nuclear capabilities, North Korea has access to financial aid and concessions, 

which are fundamental to its struggling economy. This inspiration is closely related to the 

financial turn of events and the country's broader goals of modernization. Additionally, the 

nuclear program has generated revenue by offering nuclear innovations and materials to various 

countries, creating another primary form of income for North Korea. Furthermore, North Korea 

uses its nuclear program as a conciliatory tool to arrange financial concessions and aid. A 

regime's eagerness to participate in denuclearization negotiations is often linked to the prospect 

of financial benefits. For example, during the 2018-2019 talks with the United States, North 

Korea sought relief from sanctions in exchange for steps toward denuclearization. Although 

these talks eventually slowed down, they highlighted the state's essential use of its nuclear 

program to seek financial gain (Revere, 2021). By leveraging its nuclear program, North Korea 

hopes to improve its financial position and guarantee the system's financial stability despite 

external stress. The revenue generated from the nuclear program sustains various sectors of the 
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economy, giving rise to framework projects, modern development and mechanized highways. 

 

Domestic Imperatives and North Korea's Approach to Denuclearization 

North Korea's approach to denuclearization is significantly influenced by a variety of 

domestic motives, including system security, national pride and internal political elements. These 

elements play an integral part in shaping the strategies and techniques used by Kim Jong-Un's 

regime. This paper investigates these domestic goals and their impact on North Korea's position 

toward denuclearization. 

 

National Pride and Ideological Foundations: 

National pride, well-grounded in a Juche philosophy of self-dependency, is a major factor 

influencing North Korea's nuclear strategy. Juche, created by Kim II-sung, highlights freedom 

and independence from unfamiliar forces, making nuclear weapons an image of public influence 

and innovative success. The nuclear program is a cornerstone of North Korea's public image and 

pride, which the regime uses to legitimize its standards and domestic support. Juche, meaning 

"self-reliance" was introduced by Kim Il Sung as a core value for North Korea in the 1950s. This 

philosophy was developed from the country's verifiable encounters with imperialism and 

unfamiliar control, particularly by Japan and the influence of major powers such as the Soviet 

Union and China (Lankov, 2016). Juche maintains that North Korea should be free and 

independent in all aspects, including governmental affairs, financial aspects, and military actions. 

This philosophical establishment serves as an energetic point for public pride and a barrier 

against unfamiliar threats. 

 

Economic Considerations and Sanctions: 

Global sanctions enforced by the United States, the United Nations, and other states have 

affected various sectors of North Korea's economy, including exchange, currency, and the field 

of technology. The sanctions are expected to pressure the regime to abandon its nuclear 

ambitions by limiting its financial capabilities. According to the United Nations Panels of 

Experts (2020), these measures have led to a significant reduction in North Korea's commodity 

income, adding to the country's fiscal difficulties. 
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The sanctions designate key businesses such as imports of coal, textile, iron ore, fish, and 

oil, which are fundamental to North Korea's financial stability. The ban on coal trade alone, one 

of North Korea's most elusive payoffs, has had a significant impact. Despite financial difficulties 

caused by sanctions, the regime has continued to allocate large assets to its nuclear program. 

Because of the sanctions, North Korea has developed mechanisms to accommodate and maintain 

flexibility. These include illegal practices such as eavesdropping, digital piracy, and the 

establishment of complex organizations to evade sanctions. For example, North Korea uses 

maritime methods to evade sanctions, including transport-to-deliver maneuvers and distorting 

delivery records (Snyder, 2018). These systems highlight North Korea's resilience and assurance 

that it will maintain its system strength and nuclear ambitions despite worldwide sanctions. 

 

Domestic Political Dynamics: 

Kim Jong-Un's ascension to leadership has been characterized by the purges and 

reassignment within the military and political sector. These activities were directed towards 

eliminating perceived threats and gaining the trust of key figures within the system. These purges 

weren't just about eliminating rivals yet sending a decent message to Tip-Top: Loyalty is 

paramount, and any split won't go without dire consequences. This atmosphere of fear and 

persistence supports the need for a nuclear program as an image of solidarity and stability. For 

example, the high-profile executions of his uncle Jang song Thaek in 2013, and the assassination 

of his stepbrother Kim Jong-Nam in 2017, illustrate Kim's ruthless way of dealing with the 

consolidation of power. These activities removed any immediate threats to its quality and 

instilled a sense of awe and permanence within the ranks of the first class (Clisby, 2021). 

Kim Jong-Un has used the nuclear program to reinvigorate patriotic sentiment and raise 

the prospect that North Korea, under his control, can withstand external threats. The resulting 

testing of nuclear weapons and long-range rockets has been hailed as an achievement of the 

nation, reinforcing its image as a capable and strong leader. Kim Jong-Un has also engaged in 

necessary reassignments within the military and political world to regain trust. By appointing 

trusted followers to key positions, he has the power to consolidate his command over the various 

arms of the state. This technique involves advancing those who are loyal to Kim Jong Un and 

who have shown consistent support for his administration, including the nuclear program 
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(Bolton, 2021). 

 

Military Influence and Songun Policy: 

Strategic implications in North Korea, particularly under the Songun (Military First) 

approach initiated by Kim Jong II, significantly affect denuclearization efforts. The Songon 

Strategy, which focuses on the Korean People's Army (KPA) in all state initiatives, ensures that 

strategic needs and perspectives govern public policy choices, including those related to nuclear 

weapons. The Songun strategy was formally adopted in the 1990s following the death of Kim II-

sung during a period of severe financial emergency and political unrest. Kim Jong-II, seeking to 

consolidate his power and fix the system, expanded the strategic work within the state system. 

The purpose of this approach was to gain strategic allegiance and support by focusing on security 

and military developments in different regions (Kim, 2021). 

This strategy was a response to internal insecurity as well as a necessary measure to 

counter external threats. North Korea's initiative saw a solid military as fundamental to deterring 

arbitrary intervention and safeguarding people's power. This understanding was shaped by the 

international climate of the time, which included the disintegration of the Soviet Union and the 

following reduction in aid from traditional partners, as well as rising tensions from the United 

States and South Korea. The central function of strategy in the state apparatus is to create 

coordination between the system and the KPA. The system depends on the military for its 

endurance, while the military depends on the system for its preferred status and assets. This 

relationship requires the maintenance of strong nuclear assets, which serves as both an essential 

barrier against external threats and an image of national strength and mechanical capacity. 

 

Public Perception and Propaganda: 

North Korea's state-controlled media plays a central role in shaping public perception of 

the nuclear program. Constantly portraying the existential threat posed by unknown powers, 

particularly the United States and its partners, the system develops a narrative that makes nuclear 

weapons central to public security. The purpose of this image is to guarantee that the public view 

sees the nuclear program not as a formidable position, but as an important measure for the 

country's endurance and power. The system uses a variety of media to spread the narrative, 
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including newspapers, transmissions, and public discourse. State media routinely portrays rocket 

launches and nuclear tests as triumphant occasions, conveying the message that North Korea is 

an imposing force equipped to defend itself against any adversary. This consistent information 

helps to instill a sense of satisfaction and trust in the public. 

Large-scale public events, such as mass rallies and military parades are coordinated to 

celebrate the achievements of the nuclear program and to demonstrate the country's unity and 

strength. These occasions have been heavily covered by state media, illustrating the overall spirit 

and determination of the North Korean people (Han & Kim, 2022). Educational courses in 

schools and work environments further ingrain the regime agenda. In schools and public social 

events, the state promotes that nuclear weapons are central to public safety as well as to an image 

of prowess and public pride. The state uses teaching programs to brainwash citizens from a 

young age, guaranteeing that the requirement of nuclear assets is necessary. 

 

Shaping Denuclearization: The Impact of US Pressure on Kim Jong-Un's Strategy 

External pressure, particularly from the United States, plays a significant role in shaping 

North Korea's behavior. These tensions include financial sanctions, military action, and 

conciliatory isolation, all of which point toward controlling North Korea's nuclear and missile 

programs. By studying the impact of these tensions, the international community can more easily 

understand the potential for strategic engagement with North Korea, while improving the 

possibilities of denuclearization. 

 

US Policies Towards North Korea Under Different Administrations: 

The US approach to North Korea has changed fundamentally under different 

administrations, each with specific techniques and outcomes. During the Obama administration 

(2009-2017), the policy of "strategic patience" was expected to incorporate the isolation with 

financial sanctions, hoping to seek North Korea into denuclearization talks. This approach 

emphasized maintaining the US Military presence in the region to deter hostilities while 

empowering multilateral political efforts through international coalitions and organizations. 

Regardless of these efforts, North Korea continued to advance its nuclear and missile programs. 

The period saw rising tensions and continued provocations, as North Korea conducted a few 



Remittances Review 
 May 2024,  

Volume: 9, No: S 2,pp. 768-793 
ISSN : 2059-6588(Print) | ISSN 2059-6596(Online) 

784   remittancesreview.com 
 

nuclear tests and launched rockets, demonstrating its developing capabilities. In contrast, the 

Trump Administration (2017-2021) took a more direct and rigorous approach. The "maximum 

pressure" approach involves strong financial sanctions aimed at destroying and restructuring 

North Korea's economy. This was coupled with a commitment to an unusually significant level 

of rapprochement, exemplified by the historic summits between President Trump and Kim Jong 

Un (Choi, 2023). 

Under the Biden administration (2021-present), America has hoped to find some sort of 

synergy between tireless reconciliation efforts and critical rhetoric. This approach includes a 

reasonable message that denuclearization is a precondition for significant concessions while 

engaging in a recharged political effort to accomplish sustainable progress. The Biden 

organization has similarly centered around strengthening partnerships with South Korea and 

Japan to provide a united front in managing North Korea. This approach includes improving 

military participation and coordination among partners to counter potential threats from North 

Korea. Despite efforts to recharge working-level talks, major difficulties remain, particularly in 

persuading North Korea to accept certain denuclearization measures in exchange for help with 

sanctions relief. The fluctuating techniques highlight the complexity of the North Korean 

problem and the difficulty of tracking viable arrangements. Each administration’s approach 

requires strategic de-escalation and military readiness with worldwide participation. The 

challenge is to persevere through how to really get North Korea to the table and deliver on a 

promise of denuclearization that is both clear and actionable. 

 

Impact of Sanctions and Economic Pressures on North Korea's Negotiations: 

The worldwide sanctions against North Korea have been a cornerstone of global efforts 

to rein in the country's nuclear ambitions and other provocative activities. The sanctions, forced 

by the United Nations, the United States and other countries, focus on a wide range of North 

Korea's financial practices, including exchanges, currency, and key projects such as coal and 

textile. This research investigates the perception of the authorization system around the world, its 

impact on North Korea, and how financial stress affects the way Kim Jong-Un handles 

negotiations. The worldwide sanctions regime against North Korea is extensive and complex, 

aimed at pressuring the regime to abandon its nuclear weapons program. The United Nations 
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Security Council has passed various resolutions for sanctions against North Korea. These include 

resolutions of 1718 (2006), 1874 (2009), 2094 (2013), 2270 (2016) and 2397 (2017). Each 

resolution places limits on North Korea's economy, focusing on its ability to trade key products 

and access global financial business sectors. For example, resolution 2270, which was adopted in 

March 2016, extended the sanctions to remember North Korea's embargo on coal, iron ore, and 

various minerals, which were important sources of income for the regime. The other resolutions 

have targeted different sectors, such as fish, materials, and oil imports, that would seriously limit 

North Korea's ability to generate foreign currency and support its economy (Noland, 2019). 

The United States has also imposed unilateral sanctions, focused on further restricting 

North Korea from the global financial framework. The sanctions include North Korean banks, 

government agencies and individuals associated with illegal practices, including weapons 

proliferation and cyber-attacks. The U.S. Treasury Department's Office of Foreign Assets 

Control (OFAC) plays an important role in enforcing these sanctions, often collaborating with 

partners around the world (Davenport & Atlas, 2018). The impact of these sanctions on North 

Korea has been significant. The restrictions have essentially reduced the system's revenue 

stream, leading to a noticeable reduction in exchange and financial transactions. According to the 

Peterson Institute for International Economic, North Korean commodities fell by more than 90 

percent from 2016 to 2018 due to the strict enforcement of UN sanctions (Haggard & Noland, 

2018). This sharp decline in remittances has exacerbated existing fiscal difficulties, including 

shortages of food, fuel and other basic goods. 

Sanctions have also signaled North Korea's disengagement from the global financial 

framework. Restrictions on banking and monetary exchange have made it difficult for North 

Korean elements to conduct business around the world, putting further pressure on the economy. 

The regime has attempted to circumvent these sanctions through illegal practices such as piracy, 

digital theft, and the use of front institutes, yet these efforts have moderated the financial losses. 

The financial strain caused by sanctions around the world has been a primary factor shaping the 

way Kim Jong-Un dealt with the exchange. The system's main purpose for engaging in 

discretionary discussions has often been to obtain sanctions relief, which is critical to stabilizing 

the economy and maintaining domestic stability. Kim Jong-Un's basic receptivity to exchange, as 

found at the 2018 Singapore Summit, was determined entirely by the financial pressures created 
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by sanctions. While at the top, Kim tried to present himself as an acumen leader, willing to 

engage with the global locale on denuclearization responsibilities. This necessary change was 

partly a reaction to deteriorating financial conditions and the need to project an image of 

solidarity and resilience among his home crowd (Cha, 2018). 

The search for sanctions relief was also a focal topic at the 2019 Hanoi Talks. Kim Jong-

Un's recommendations during the summit called for a phased approach to denuclearization in 

trade for the gradual facilitation of authorization. Be that as it may, exchanges slowed because 

fundamental disputes were expected over the degree of denuclearization before major 

concessions could be granted. The United States called for the widespread destruction of North 

Korea's nuclear capabilities, while Kim sought support from the most devastating financial 

sanctions as a primary step (Fonju, 2021). Regardless of the odds, Kim Jong-Un continues to 

include financial stress as an influence in the exchange. The regime has intermittently voiced its 

eagerness to continue talks, often pairing these moves with requests for sanctions relief. The 

move mirrors Kim's admission that he supported financial stress that undermines the regime's 

strength and grip on power. By participating in the talks, Kim intends to reduce those tensions 

while maintaining as much of his nuclear capability as can reasonably be expected, which he 

views as a key obstacle and a negotiating concession. 

 

Key Summits and Negotiation Attempts: 

The 2013 Beijing talks marked a major but largely overlooked commitment to 

reconciliation between the United States and North Korea. The exchange, posted on March 7, 

2013, comes at a particularly tense time following North Korea's third nuclear test in February 

2013. The US special representative for North Korea strategy, Glenn Davis, advanced the US 

position in talks with North Korean officials in Beijing. The main purpose of the talks was to de-

escalate rising tensions and explore possible paths to denuclearization (Khoo, 2021). Despite the 

high stakes, the talks ignored much larger developments. The main issue was North Korea's 

insistence on being perceived as a nuclear-armed state, which was unacceptable to the United 

States. North Korea viewed its nuclear stockpile as a primary deterrent against US aggression. 

The U.S., under the Obama administration's "strategic patience" policy, is expected to apply 

pressure supported by sanctions and discretionary disengagement, seeking to bring North Korea 
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back to the exchange table under additional ideal terms. In any case, North Korean officials see 

such actions as existential threats, further undermining their nuclear ambitions. 

Another main factor was the absence of trust between the two countries. A confirmed 

sequence of broken arrangements and assumptions ignored by both sides added to the skepticism 

surrounding the negotiations. The North Korean administration was particularly wary of 

participating in a talk that could open up their vulnerabilities without security clearances. Thus, 

the Beijing talks ended without any significant settlement, with both players having well-

founded suspicions and conflicting critical calculations. The Singapore Summit held on June 12, 

2018, marked a milestone in US-North Korea relations. This was the first meeting between 

current US President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. The essential plan 

was to deal with the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and to develop a framework for 

future relations. It culminated in a joint declaration where the two leaders focused on new mutual 

relations, coordination and the complete denuclearization of the Korean peninsula (Cha, 2018). 

The lead up to the end involved a great deal of discretion, with both sides showing a 

mixture of hostility and receptivity to the conversation. In the months preceding talks, North 

Korea conducted several rocket tests and a nuclear test in 2017, raising tensions. Nevertheless, 

just in time in 2018, Kim Jong-Un expressed readiness to test denuclearization, which was seen 

as the beginning of a larger reconciliation. South Korean leader Moon Jae-In played a key 

intervention role, working with correspondence and paving the way for the end (Lankov, 2019). 

In conclusion, the joint assertion included four central issues: the formation of new US-DPRK 

relations, the creation of a sustainable and stable regime on the Korean peninsula, progress 

toward complete denuclearization, and recovering Prisoner of War/Missing in Action 

(POW/MIA) remains.  

Despite the remarkable view of the talks, subsequent activities suggested that significant 

gaps remained between the US and North Korean positions. The United States called for 

complete, verifiable, and irreversible denuclearization (CVID) as a precondition for lifting 

sanctions, while North Korea sought a phased approach where concessions and denuclearization 

measures would be reciprocal. This essential contrast in approach meant that while the Singapore 

extremity paved the way for the exchange, it did not determine the underlying issues. 

The second US-North Korea summit took place on February 27-28, 2019, in Hanoi, Vietnam. 
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Building momentum from Singapore's summit, the gathering planned and supported efforts to 

achieve more substantial results in denuclearization. However, the negotiation cycle ended 

unexpectedly with virtually no understanding, highlighting the severe difficulties. One of the 

central issues was North Korea's desire for massive aid in exchange for the destruction of its 

Yongbyon nuclear complex. The United States, addressed by President Trump, saw it as lacking 

a proposal, claiming it did not address the much broader scope of North Korea's nuclear 

capabilities and facilities. The U.S. side would require more extensive denuclearization 

measures, including the complete history and dismantling of every nuclear weapon and facility 

except Yongbyon (Choi, 2023). 

The unexpected end of the Hanoi talks was seen as a major misfortune, raising questions 

about the possibility of future deals. The Kim Jong-Un regime appears to be dependent on 

obtaining financial support without fully abandoning its nuclear deterrent, a position that remains 

unacceptable to the United States. The failure to reach an arrangement highlighted well-

established questions and differing needs. North Korea sees its nuclear weapons stockpile as 

fundamental to the regime's endurance and leverage in negotiations, while the U.S. wants to 

guarantee complete denuclearization as a requirement for any major financial concessions. After 

Hanoi, North Korea continued its rocket tests, showing its displeasure and expectation that it 

would maintain pressure on the US to reassess its position. There were also implications for 

inter-Korean relations, as South Korean leader Moon Jae-In invested significant political capital 

in working with the exchange and reducing tensions on the peninsula. 

The 2019 DMZ meeting, held on June 30, marked a major political commitment between 

the United States and North Korea. The unusual gathering took place in the Korean demilitarized 

zone (DMZ) and was the first of its kind where the US President Donald Trump set foot on 

North Korean territory. Next to Trump, North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un and South Korean 

President Moon Jae-In attended the grand occasion. The DMZ meeting was largely 

representative, but it yielded important consensus. It followed the failed Hanoi summit, where 

talks between Trump and Kim have erupted over disputes over aid and denuclearization 

measures. Despite the disappointment of the Hanoi talks, the DMZ meeting demonstrated action 

with an obligation to exchange and an attempt to break the strategic gridlock. The sight of a US 

president stepping foot in North Korea was a strong image that was expected to flag acceptance 
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to move talks forward. The initiative planned to maintain power in the face of constant pressure 

and show individual compatibility among pioneers (Lee & Coseo, 2019). The DMZ meeting 

confirmed the readiness of both players to keep channels of correspondence open. 

The Stockholm talks in October 2021 were another significant step in the US-North 

Korea strategic effort. The purpose of the discussions held in Sweden was to restart the 

exchanges that had slowed down since the Hanoi and the DMZ meeting. The talks, involving 

U.S. envoy and North Korean mediators, focusing on sanctions relief and denuclearization. The 

Stockholm negotiations signaled a shift towards a more meaningful dialogue. The U.S. intends to 

extend past commitments by making substantial progress toward denuclearization by offering 

adjustable incentives (Kim, 2021). Despite the initial expectations, the Stockholm talks ended 

without progress. North Korea condemned the US for maintaining its threat strategy and 

demanded more significant concessions before focusing on denuclearization measures. It showed 

a determined attempt to accommodate the essential interests of the two countries. The US policy 

in Stockholm reflected a combination of critical tolerance and tension. While participating in the 

dialogue, the United States continued to enforce sanctions and maintained a strong position on 

complete, definitive denuclearization. The aim of this dual approach was to keep pressure on 

North Korea while welcoming future talks. 

The 2024 Geneva Summit, held in February, marked the biggest attempt to break the 

deadlock on nuclear disarmament. The meeting brought together U.S. President Joe Biden and 

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. Under Biden, the U.S. presented a more organized political 

strategy in contrast to the individualist strategy of the Trump era. The Geneva summit called for 

a renewed visit to multilateralism and coordination with partners including South Korea and 

Japan to create a united front on exchanges. One of the main outcomes of the Geneva summit 

was the settlement of sanctions relief linked to the clear achievements of nuclear disarmament. 

This approach was intended to provide stable incentives while guaranteeing clear progress on 

North Korea's denuclearization. Biden also called for attention to humanitarian considerations 

close to denuclearization. In the end, the talks recalled giving humanitarian guidance to North 

Korea, which means inventing generosity and paying attention to what is happening in the 

nation. 



Remittances Review 
 May 2024,  

Volume: 9, No: S 2,pp. 768-793 
ISSN : 2059-6588(Print) | ISSN 2059-6596(Online) 

790   remittancesreview.com 
 

Conclusion: 

Denuclearization of North Korea is perhaps the most difficult and fundamental issue in 

current world relations. Understanding Kim Jong-Un's individual inspirations and key plans is 

crucial to dealing with the complexities of these negotiations and North Korea's general approach 

to strategy. This conclusion includes findings related to three research questions: the influence of 

Kim Jong-Un's own inspiration and key plans, the influence of domestic motives such as state 

security and national pride, and external pressures, particularly U.S. strategic policies. Kim Jong-

Un's own inspirations are deeply intertwined with his management style and North Korea's 

essential leadership. As a formidable leader, Kim Jong-Un's authenticity and authority are 

critical to continuing the quality of the Kim administration. Its approach to denuclearization 

debates is driven by a combination of individual ambitions, the desire to achieve one's own 

system, and the need to project power domestically and globally. Kim Jong-Un has reliably 

shown himself to be a solid and decisive leader well suited to protect North Korea from external 

threats, particularly from the United States. 

State security and national pride are key domestic objectives shaping North Korea's 

approach to denuclearization. The Juche belief system, which emphasizes trust and 

independence, is the foundation of the North Korean regime and has been instrumental in 

supporting its nuclear program. The development of nuclear weapons is seen as a self-

preservation goal as well as an image of national achievement and mechanical progress. This 

story reinforces the legitimacy of the system and inspires deep satisfaction among the North 

Korean people. Kim's essential plans include a determined balance between demonstrating 

military capability and participating in reconciliation talks. This dual approach is meant to 

increase North Korea's influence in global affairs. By advancing its nuclear capabilities, North 

Korea positions itself as an impressive power that will not be easily coerced or ignored. This is 

evident in the patterns of provocation and commitment, where rocket tests and nuclear 

developments coincide with periods of discretionary effort. Such strategies aim to separate 

concessions from adversaries while maintaining areas of strength for a position. 

The Singapore summit in 2018 and the Hanoi summit in 2019 represent the necessary 

exercise of Kim's high-profile strategic commitment. The mixed results of these debates 

highlight the complexities of Kim's approach, which involves finding a balance between 
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maintaining nuclear capabilities as a deterrent and seeking financial benefits through discretion. 

The personal compatibility between Kim Jong-Un and former US President Donald Trump was 

used to create a supportive environment for the exchange, albeit with considerable limitations. 

Financial tensions around the world have similarly affected North Korea's position on 

denuclearization. Although the permits have fundamentally affected the country's economy, 

causing loopholes and difficulties, the system has demonstrated flexibility and adaptability. Kim 

Jong-Un used external threats and financial warfare to mobilize domestic support and legitimize 

public repentance. The commitment to the financial turn of events, which is linked to the 

possible lifting of sanctions, is an immediate component in the regime's exchange mechanism. In 

any case, the need is to guarantee that no one thinks twice about the security of the financial 

system or its grip on power. 

US discretionary tension has been a fundamental variable that shapes how North Korea 

will denuclearize. The strategies of US administrations have undergone key persistence and 

intense pressure to integrate commitment and exchange. These fluctuating practices have 

affected North Korea's necessary response and its position in conciliatory talks. The U.S. 

reconciliation process has primarily affected North Korea's response and the broader elements of 

the denuclearization negotiations. Critical persistence, extreme stress, and changing mechanisms 

of direct commitment reflect the complexities of managing a system that is focused on security 

regardless. The high-profile conclusion and subsequent discussions highlighted the difficulties of 

achieving meaningful progress in environments separated by strongly framed questions and 

divergent goals. 
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