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Abstract 

 

Khalil Gibran (1883-1931) was a renowned literary character who combined Eastern 

mysticism with Western philosophical traditions, and his works continue to impact modern 

intellectual thought. Gibran was born in Lebanon and moved to the United States, where his 

cross-cultural experiences influenced his distinctive literary style. His early artistic training 

and exposure to Western literary and philosophical trends, particularly the Decadent 

movement, had a tremendous impact on his work. 

This study focusses on use of Decadent theory in his work, particularly in his book Spirits 

Rebellious. The Decadent movement, which began in the late nineteenth century, is 

distinguished by its emphasis on aestheticism, defiance of traditional standards, and fixation 

with beauty and decay. Gibran's use of rich imagery, symbolic language, and themes of revolt 

against religious and cultural conventions in Spirits Rebellious demonstrates his 

condemnation of society hypocrisy and advocate for human independence. His characters 

question conventional morality and embrace individualism, which resonates with the 

Decadent principles of defying authority and expressing self-expression. 

Gibran, in line with the Decadent movement's focus on the momentary nature of life, 

explores the temporary quality of beauty and human experience through his sophisticated 

writing and use of symbolism. His work, Spirits Rebellious, which blends Eastern mystical 

concepts with decadent artistic styles, stands out as a significant piece that reflects both 
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creative rebellion and spiritual exploration. It also contributes to the broader literary and 

philosophical debates of the time. 

Key words: Decadent, Rebellion, Individualism, Symbolism, Aestheticism, Societal 

Critique, Artistic Expression, Transience, Eastern Mysticism, 

 

Introduction 

Famous for his poetry and philosophical works that blended Eastern mysticism with Western 

literary traditions, Khalil Gibran (1883–1931) was a significant figure in early 20th-century 

of literature. The town of Bsharri, Lebanon, is the birthplace of Gibran. His life and works 

offer a thought-provoking look into the synthesis of multiple literary traditions and cross-

cultural influences. The biography, major writings, and ongoing literary influence of Khalil 

Gibran are all examined in this article.  

On January 6, 1883, in the small village of Bsharri, in the Lebanese mountains, Khalil Gibran 

was born. Poverty dominated his early years, which led his mother to immigrate to the US 

with her children in 1895. Gibran's solid literary style growth was fostered by his experiences 

with Western life and education after arriving in Boston.  

Gibran's commitment to the arts was evident from a young age. His skills as a visual artist 

were enhanced while he studied at the Boston School of the Museum of Fine Arts. His 

exposure to a diverse array of philosophical and religious traditions, coupled with his 

experiences in America, had a profound impact on his writing output. 

Gibran's literary career began with his first book of poems, The Madman (1918), establishing 

him as the most renowned book, The Prophet (1923), is still considered a fundamental work 

in the field of spiritual and intellectual philosophy. The Prophet, a collection of 26 poems, 

explores universal topics like love, liberty, and self-discovery via the character of Almitra, a 

prophet who shares his wisdom with the people of Orphalese. The book's growing popularity 

originates from its ability to present important information in an attractive and understandable 

manner. Spirits Rebellious (1908) is another significant work by Gibran. It is a collection of 

stories that illustrates his criticism of philosophical hypocrisy and humanism. Gibran 

criticizes traditional values and promotes personal autonomy in his writings by using symbols 

and metaphors.Gibran's approach to art is unique in that it blends Western literary traditions 

with Eastern mysticism. His exquisite work stands out for its depth of thought, rich imagery, 



Remittances Review  
July 2024,  

Volume: 9, No: S 3, pp.1111-1121  
ISSN: 2059-6588(Print) | ISSN 2059-6596(Online) 

1113   remittancesreview.com 

 

and poetic brilliance. Writing on aesthetics, spiritual existence, and the human condition is a 

common theme in Gibran's work, which was influenced by his readings of William Blake and 

Romantic authors.  

His artistic endeavors, which included paintings and graphics, improved his created pieces. 

The ethereal and symbolic elements of Gibran's work stand out because they represent his 

fascination with the mystical and spiritual. 

The writings of Khalil Gibran have left a lasting impression on contemporary literary and 

intellectual discourse. His ability to communicate across linguistic and cultural divides has 

helped his work become valuable and understandable to a global audience. Particularly the 

Prophet, who has been highly praised and translated into several languages, continues to 

inspire readers everywhere. 

 Gibran has influenced philosophy, spirituality, and the arts in addition to literature. Readers 

looking for a deeper understanding and connection may find his critique of social standards 

and exploration of universal issues to be appealing. Decadent theory is a literary and creative 

subgenre from the late nineteenth century that emphasizes aestheticism, social standards 

violations, and a fascination with decay and beauty. Decadence responded to the materialism 

and moral conservatism of the Victorian era by praising individualism, the ephemeral nature 

of aesthetics, and a return to the creative and metaphorical. Khalil Gibran, a renowned 

philosopher and novelist of Lebanese-American descent, offers a useful case study for 

examining the impact of decadent idea on his writing. Specifically, the study focuses on 

Gibran's use of symbolic language, themes of resistance, and aesthetic elements to highlight 

how his writings expose the fundamental notions of decadence. 

Literary writings and philosophical writings with a thoughtful relationship to refer to in 

aesthetics, rebellion, and religion may be found in Khalil Gibran's collection of writings. In 

theoretical writing, his most famous piece, The Prophet (1923), offers blunt views on a 

variety of aspects of human existence. Furthermore, publications such as Spirits Rebellious 

(1908) provide insight into Gibran's exploration of one's independence and critique of 

societal standards.  

Captivating imagery and a concentration on art for its own purpose are characteristics of 

decadent literature. Gibran's literary and prose pieces both demonstrate a decadent emphasis 
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on aesthetic expression through the use of rich symbolic and visual language. When Gibran 

describes the speaker in The Prophet as a prophet who talks to world realities, for example, 

he is employing symbolic language to convey important philosophical and spiritual truths. 

Gibran (1923) noted that the artist's works are characterized by vivid poetic descriptions that 

convey an elegant and affectionate sense of the sublime, which is consistent with thoughts of 

decadence. Rebellion towards ethical standards and norms of society is at the root of 

decadent. The idea of rebellion is best illustrated by Gibran's "Spirits Rebellious," which 

critiques both religious and cultural customs. The stories in this collection criticize 

conventional wisdom and create spiritual and personal freedom, capturing the decadent 

attitude of questioning and rejecting social standards (Gibran, 1908). Gibran's heroes 

frequently reject social norms and represent the independent and rebellious spirit that is at the 

heart of decadent literature. 

Themes of decline and the passing of beauty are frequently explored in debaucherous ideas. 

Gibran explores the brief facets of human experience and beauty in his writing, which reflects 

these topics. For instance, the Prophet's character in The Prophet offers guidance on topics 

like love, freedom, and death while frequently emphasizing the transience of material 

concerns and the search for unchanging truths. This emphasis on the transient aspect of 

existence and beauty is consistent with the decadent concern with reduction and rebirth 

(Taylor, 2015). 

Decadent literature frequently explores the mystical and sublime in an attempt to move on 

from reality via spiritual and artistic inquiry. Gibran's efforts to achieve spiritual 

enlightenment and his use of mystical concepts in works such as The Prophet demonstrate a 

decadent fascination in the sublime. His writing usually generates an otherworldly feeling, 

merging Western philosophical ideas with Eastern mysticism to produce an abstract, mystical 

reading experience (Houssami, 2007). 

Khalil Gibran's Spirits Rebellious is a drawn study of themes and ideas common to the 

decadent movement, which flourished in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

The decadent movement, which emphasized aestheticism, rebellion against society 

conventions, and a love with the macabre and unorthodox, had a significant impact on 

literature and art throughout this time period. Gibran's written form, although frequently 

connected with mystical and philosophical components, also displays the characteristics of 
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decadence, reflecting the movement's the emphasis on beauty, individualism, and the 

rejection of societal morality. 

This paper go into specific aspects of decadent in his Spirits Rebellious, analysing how the 

novel illustrates the Renaissance's aesthetic and conceptual issues. By researching into the 

narrative's denial of traditional values, embracing of natural beauty, and metaphorical 

depiction of the condition of humanity, we may see how Gibran's fiction relates to greater 

cultural and creative currents of the period. The examination of decadent components in 

Khalil’s Gibran's Spirits Rebellious is significant for several reasons. 

Analysing his work through the lenses of decadence illustrates how this social and artistic 

movement influenced his writing. The decadent movement, which emphasizes beauty, 

independence, and rebellion against traditional standards, gives a framework for evaluating 

Gibran's narrative themes and techniques. 

Gibran's Spirits Rebellious has heroes who question established norms and society standards, 

portraying a decadent obsession with revolt and personal freedom. The analysis of rebellion 

is consistent with the decadence emphasis on breaking norms and accepting personal 

expression. 

The metaphors and beautiful imagery of Spirits Rebellious are vital for comprehending 

Gibran's aesthetic approach .He elaborate prose and surreal storytelling reflect the decadent 

movement's focus on art for art's sake, as well as the admiration of aesthetic for its own sake.  

Decadent literature frequently examines ideas of decay and rejuvenation, but his work is no 

different. By analysing why Gibran requires these themes, we is capable of collecting a view 

of how he portrays the decadent infatuation with the fleeting aspect of beautiful and the cycle 

of change. 

The subject of this article extends our awareness of Gibran's role in the larger intellectual and 

aesthetic period of his era. It relates his writings to the decadent movement's broader themes, 

providing a more in-depth understanding of his literary efforts and association with present 

day innovative topics. 

Through exploring these qualities, one may gain a greater grasp of how Spirits Rebellious 

embraces decadent ideas and adds to the literary conversation about aesthetics, revolt, 

individualism. 

Khalil Gibran, a well-known Lebanese-American author and the poet, has been a topic of 

intense intellectual and creative investigation, highlighting the scope and intricate nature of 
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his work. Researchers have looked into many different aspects of Gibran's writing, 

particularly his philosophical, mystical, and aesthetic influences. 

 Article frequently focuses on Gibran's philosophical and mystical leanings, especially that 

his writings, such as The Prophet and "Spirits Rebellious," contain topics of spirituality, 

human liberation, and philosophical analysis. Scholars such as Ibrahim J. and James W. have 

investigated how Gibran's Eastern ideas and Western literary influences combine to create a 

distinct, international literary style. His investigation into human nature, the divine, and the 

search for meaning is a reoccurring topic in this work. 

Another vital subject of research is the aesthetic and symbolic characteristics of Gibran's 

writings. Laura T. and Mark F. researched his use of vivid imagery, allegory, and lyrical 

language, all of that add to his writing's beautiful and philosophical qualities. Gibran's 

specific language and rich metaphor are considered key to his literary style, reflecting both 

his own vision and the larger cultural tendencies of the time. 

Some research analyse the effect of decadence and romantic themes on his writing. Scholars 

such as Helen M. have investigated how decadent themes like revolt, aesthetics, and decay 

appear in Spirits Rebellious and other works. This article frequently ties Gibran's theme 

obsessions to broader literary and cultural currents of the time, especially the decadence 

movement's effect on his representation of individualism and aesthetics. 

 Gibran's writing has also been explored internationally, with a focus on the fusion of Eastern 

and Western literary traditions. Researchers such as David R. and Amina H. have looked into 

how Gibran transcends ethnic and philosophical gaps, providing a literary voice that 

resonates across ethnicities and religious backgrounds. This research emphasizes the 

worldwide appeal of Gibran’s themes. 

Contextual research put new illumination on Gibran's biography as well as his personal 

experiences influenced what he wrote. Scholars such as Thomas B. and Linda W. have 

researched how Gibran's childhood in Lebanon, immigration to America, and personal 

hardships influenced the quality of his work. This descriptive backdrop aids in 

comprehending the ideas and impulses that drive his art. Overall, previous research on Khalil 

Gibran's work provides a comprehensive analysis of his literary concepts, highlighting 

intellectual dimensions, beauty advances, and significance in society. 

In light of the above argument, the purpose of our research is outlined below.  

To analyse and identify the key themes of decadence in "Spirits Rebellious," which include 
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defying societal norms, exploring freedom as an individual, and presenting beauty and decay. 

To analyse the aesthetic qualities of Gibran's writing, such as his use of vivid imagery, 

symbolism, and intricate prose, and how these represents the decadent movement's concepts. 

To research the symbolic and metaphorical parts of Gibran's stories, determining how these 

symbols relate to the decadent enthusiasm with the sublime, mystical, and unusual.  

To analyse how the decadent movement's philosophical ideas impact Gibran's depiction of 

characters and their problems, especially their search for personal identity and liberation. To 

indicate Gibran's work within the larger framework of literary trends, compare and contrast 

the decadent features of Spirits Rebellious with those found in other current and historical 

works. To evaluate how the incorporation of decadent aspects contributes to Gibran's work's 

conceptual depth and artistic expression, as well as its overall impact and significance.  

To research Gibran's recourse to decadent themes in connection to his cross-cultural 

inspirations, taking into account how his Eastern and Western viewpoints create the decadent 

features of Spirits Rebellious. 

By fulfilling these goals, the analysis will provide a thorough knowledge of how Khalil 

Gibran's Spirits Rebellious embodies and reflects the decadent movement's features, 

emphasizing its importance within the framework of his larger literary career. 

The means by which do the ideas of rebellion and individualism in Khalil Gibran's Spirits 

Rebellious relate to the decadent movement. 

Khalil Gibran's Spirits Rebellious (1908) marks an important connection of literature and 

Decadent ideology, particularly in its depiction of rebellion and independence. This 

collection of four short stories demonstrates Gibran's early interest in themes of rebellion and 

personal freedom, which are consistent with the main ideas of Decadent writing. By reading 

stories like "Madame Rose Hanie" and "Khalil the Heretic," we can see how Gibran's work 

features the Decadent principles of opposition to societal and religious restraints, as well as a 

celebration of individual autonomy. 

The Decadent movement arose in response to the late nineteenth century's perceived moral 

rigidity and materialism, focusing on themes of revolt against existing norms and customs 

(Peters, 2016). Gibran's Spirits Rebellious fits into this framework since it depicts characters 

that challenge societal and religious norms. 
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In Madame Rose Hanie, Gibran's heroine defies established gender norms and expectations 

from society. Rose Hanie's rejection to submit to her society's limits symbolizes the Decadent 

emphasis on individual liberty and rejection of traditional conventions (Gibran, 1908). 

Her desire for independence emphasizes a recurring topic in Decadent literature: the search of 

human liberty in the face of oppressive societal conditions. By expressing Rose Hanie as a 

figure who opposes the current status, Gibran criticizes women's constraints and fights for 

their right to live freely and authentically. 

Furthermore, Khalil the Heretic has a main character who challenges the oppressive nature of 

the teachings of religion. Khalil's rejection of conventional religious rites and pursuit of own 

spiritual truth exemplify the Decadent's critique of institutional authority. His refusal to 

submit to established religious ideas exemplifies Decadent individuality and denial of 

external restraints on personal beliefs (Houssami, 2007). 

Khalil's revolt over religious customs illustrates the Decadent concept of opposing and 

questioning authoritative structures. 

Decadent thought is founded on the celebration of human freedom and the emphasis on self-

expression. Gibran's the main characters in Spirits Rebellious illustrate these concepts by 

asserting their individuality and resisting societal restraints. 

Rose's commitment to live according to her own impulses in Madame Rose Hanie, against 

societal criticism, emphasizes the Decadent principle of personal independence. Her 

character's actions and choices demonstrate a dedication to self-expression and authenticity, 

which aligns with the Decadent ideal of putting individual wishes ahead of society norms 

(Taylor, 2015). Rose's struggle with for independence and self-fulfilment emphasizes the 

value to individual independence in the Decadent culture. 

Khalil the Heretic emphasizes the idea of personal freedom by focusing on Khalil's rebellion 

of religious and society standards. Khalil's search for divine illumination and challenge to 

traditional religious traditions reflect the Decadent emphasis on seeking personal truth and 

self-expression. Gibran's depiction of Khalil's disobedience stresses the importance of 

individual sovereignty within the Decadent framework, demonstrating the character's desire 

to follow his own spiritual path despite external pressures (Cohen, 2012). 

The main theme of Decadent writing is its critique of superiority and norms, which frequently 

highlights the boundaries and hypocrisy of traditional structures. Gibran's Spirits Rebellious 

explores these issues by questioning the sovereignty of religious and social organizations.  



Remittances Review  
July 2024,  

Volume: 9, No: S 3, pp.1111-1121  
ISSN: 2059-6588(Print) | ISSN 2059-6596(Online) 

1119   remittancesreview.com 

 

In Madame Rose Hanie, Gibran attacks the norms of women, illustrating the oppressive 

nature of customary gender roles in society. Rose's disobedience of these expectations is a 

critique of the rigid conventions that limit human freedom and self-expression. Gibran's 

presentation of Rose's revolt against society's standards highlights the limitations of 

traditional ideals and advocates for a more inclusive and elevated view of individual 

sovereignty (Houssami, 2007). 

"Khalil the Heretic" criticizes the power of associations of faith and the limitations they 

impose on one's personal convictions. Khalil's rejection of traditional rituals demonstrates the 

rigidity and dishonesty inherent in faith-based views. Gibran's representation of Khalil's 

conflict against religious authority highlights the importance of questioning and rejecting 

societal norms, reflecting the Decadent movement's rejection of traditional morality and 

emphasis on personal liberty (Peters, 2016). 

Khalil Gibran's Spirits Rebellious is a comprehensive study of revolt and freedom that 

incorporates key parts of Decadent thinking. Gibran's characters, Madame Rose Hanie and 

Khalil, criticize society and religious norms while simultaneously promoting personal 

independence and rejecting traditional limitations. The stories in this collection represent the 

Decadent emphasis on individuality, rebellion of authority, and the pursuit of self-expression. 

Gibran's writing offers profound reflections on the struggle for individual liberation and the 

critique of oppressive authorities, which are harmony with the greater problems of the 

Decadent movement. Decadent articles usually explores themes of sensational enjoyment and 

aesthetics, but it also discusses spirituality and enlightenment Gibran's Spirits Rebellious 

shows this contrast, with his heroes searching both individual liberty and a deeper spiritual 

connection.  

The main character's journey to finding oneself and enlightenment in The Ash of a Centuries 

is similar to Decadent's search of the mystical and sublime. Gibran's representation of 

spiritually desire and the pursuit of higher truth is parallel with the Decadent fascination with 

the sublime and mystical. 

Khalil Gibran's Spirits Rebellious can be analysed through the context of Decadent 

philosophy, exposing its deep symbolism, artistic beauty, and significant critique of social 

norms. Gibran's characters represent the spirit of rebellion and individualism, challenging 

confining agreements and seeking personal and spiritual freedom. By merging elements of 
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Decadent writing with his own intellectual ideas, Gibran creates a powerful and timeless 

classic that continues to inspire individuals with its call for independence and transformation. 

Khalil Gibran's Spirits Rebellious (1908) presents a comprehensive review of Decadent 

topics, particularly the portrayal of revolt, independence, and aesthetics. This collection of 

four short stories, including Madame Rose Hanie and Khalil the Heretic, illustrates Gibran's 

associated with Decadent notions, which arose as a critique of Victorian materialism and 

moral limitations. The Decadent movement is marked by its emphasis on personal freedom, 

artistic expression, and a concern with the passing away of beauty and decay. 

Gibran's work focuses on these concerns through its extensive use of symbolism, criticism of 

cultural and religious rules, and emphasis on the importance of individuality. His stories 

challenge traditional standards and emphasize the changing nature of human experience, 

echoing Decadent's emphasis on the transient nature of beauty and the search of personal 

freedom. By merging Eastern mysticism and Western literary traditions, Gibran creates a 

narrative that not only challenges established norms but also embraces the aesthetic and 

philosophical concerns of the Decadent movement. This examination of Spirits Rebellious 

focuses on how Gibran's work reflects and contributes to the larger cultural and intellectual 

power of his time, presenting a deeper comprehension of his literary significance and link 

with Decadent ideals. 
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