
remittancesreview.com 1508 

Remittances Review 
June, 2023 

Volume: 8, No: 4, pp. 1508-1533 
ISSN: 2059-6588 (Print) | ISSN 2059-6596 (Online) 

remittancesreview.com 

 

Received: 11 November 2022 Accepted: 28 March, 2023  
DOI: https://doi.org/10.33182/rr.v8i4.105 

Analysis of the Relationship between Productive Matrix 

Diversification and Employment in Ecuador during the Period 2010-

2022 

Daniela Fransheska Barragan Vasquez1, Vizcarra Armijos Charles Paúl, MsC 2, León Monar 
Patricia de Lourdes, MsC 3, Sandra Elizabeth Vargas Rodríguez4  

Abstract 

The Ecuadorian productive structure has been characterized by being little diversified, with a high concentration in the 

production of primary goods and low value-added incorporation. Therefore, the change in the productive matrix represents a 

challenge and an opportunity for the Ecuadorian economy, which will allow job creation and the country's development. The 

applied methodology was a systematic review with a qualitative, descriptive, and narrative approach, also using the PRISMA 

method, which enabled a systematic review of all the studies and progress made regarding the productive matrix. The results 

highlight that strategies have been developed to bring about a change in the productive matrix, one of which is a shift towards 

a knowledge-based economy that can create new job opportunities in sectors such as biotechnology, information technology, and 

renewable energy. It can also promote entrepreneurship and innovation in Ecuador, tapping into the potential of tourism as a 

job and income generator, especially for the youth.  

Keywords: Development, Ecuador, employment, strategies, productive matrix   

Introduction 

In the era of globalization, it is necessary to modify production systems from extensive to intensive, 

meaning to use technology and knowledge more intensively, leading to improved productivity and, 

consequently, job creation" (Murillo Orozco, 2016). In this regard, Latin America has been working 

on strategies to achieve greater development and deepen its integration into global markets. 

Latin America has made limited progress in terms of diversification with sustained improvements 

in productivity. In fact, the region's exports remain highly concentrated and primarily based on 
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primary products. Therefore, the Ecuadorian economy is characterized as a supplier of raw 

materials in the international market while simultaneously importing goods and services with higher 

value-added" (Trabajo, 2019). 

It is worth noting that since 2007, Ecuador has generally experienced economic growth and poverty 

reduction. The government has identified strategies to generate greater profitability, one of which 

is identifying a structure that determines the sectors of goods and services production in which 

internal and external trade is developed. These strategies effectively stimulate investment, activate 

production, generate job opportunities, and promote innovation and the invention of new devices 

that benefit the economic dynamics" (CEPAL, 2018). 

In this sense, the productive matrix and employment policies are closely related as they determine 

the types of industries and economic sectors that economic progress focuses on, which has a direct 

impact on job creation" (Ernst & Robert, 2019). 

The productive matrix refers to the structure of a country's economy and how productive resources 

such as capital, labor, technology, and natural resources are distributed among different sectors. As 

a result, a country can diversify its focus towards various sectors, and its productive matrix could 

be centered around agriculture, manufacturing, financial services, or technology" (Villena, 2015). 

"Employment policies are measures adopted by governments to promote job creation, improve 

working conditions, and reduce unemployment" (Muñoz, 2019). 

These policies may include incentives for hiring workers, training and professional development 

programs, labor protection policies, and regulations aimed at promoting equal opportunities. These 

policies play a crucial role in job creation as they influence the industries and economic sectors in 

which a country specializes" (Vivares, 2019). "Some sectors may have a greater capacity to generate 

employment due to the labor-intensive nature, while others may rely more on automation and have 

a limited impact on job creation" (Dirksen, 2019). "It is important for these policies to be tailored 

to the productive matrix in order to promote job creation in priority sectors and address challenges 

in sectors that may experience labor displacements due to changes in the productive matrix" (Luis 

et al., 2020). On the other hand, the productive matrix influences the formation and training of the 

workforce as it determines the skills required in the market. It is crucial for governments to 

implement employment policies that are aligned with the current and future productive matrix, 

providing training and skill development programs that enhance the necessary skills for key sectors 

(Abramo, 2021). 

Considering this, the productive matrix plays a crucial role in economic diversification, as 

employment policies can drive diversification by promoting the development of new sectors, 

fostering innovation, and entrepreneurship. This is particularly relevant in countries that heavily 

rely on a limited number of products or industries (Ernst & Robert, 2019). 

Productive diversification creates new employment opportunities and reduces reliance on a single 
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sector, making the economy more resilient to economic changes and market fluctuations (Trabajo, 

2019). 

In this document, a systematic review will be conducted using the PRISMA methodology. This 

methodology allows for precise selection of information, focusing on the study variables and the 

different dimensions in which the topic can be addressed. It is important to highlight that the time 

period considered in this study covers the last 10 years. This timeframe has been chosen because 

the most significant changes have occurred during the government of Rafael Correa. However, it 

is also relevant to analyze whether the proposed new design and the implemented policies to 

promote and consolidate this productive matrix have a substantial impact over time. 

Furthermore, the aim is to present the various changes that have occurred from a former 

productive matrix focused on the agricultural sector and its subsequent diversification. The 

objective is to evaluate the productive matrix and its impact on employment in Ecuador during the 

period 2010-2022, which will provide a new scenario and development prospects in the country, 

generating a more comprehensive analysis of the current situation. 

Methodology 

It was conducted under a systematic methodology of systematic review with a qualitative approach. 

In this approach, a comprehensive analysis of the productive matrix and employment in Ecuador 

over the past ten years was carried out. Additionally, this study is characterized as descriptive and 

narrative, as it sought to substantiate the arguments scientifically in order to demonstrate whether 

the current conditions generated by the productive matrix are benefiting employment in the 

country (Sampieri et al., 2018). Regarding the management of information, the PRISMA method 

(Page et al., 2021) was utilized. In this case, inclusion criteria were established to determine the 

characteristics or conditions that research studies needed to meet in order to be considered in the 

review. These criteria could specify the required study type. On the other hand, exclusion criteria 

were defined to identify the conditions or characteristics that would lead to the exclusion of a study 

from the review (Salamanca, 2020). These criteria were predetermined and applied systematically 

during the study selection process. 

Furthermore, it is indicated that for gathering information regarding information sources, Scielo, 

Scopus, and Google Scholar were used until April 28, 2023, with data filtering from 2010 to 2022. 

Multiple combinations of terms and boolean operators were employed during the search, as 

follows: The algorithms used for Scielo were: (*production matrix) AND (employment) AND 

(Ecuador); (*production matrix) OR (employment) AND (Ecuador); (production matrix) OR 

(employment) AND (Ecuador); (production matrix) AND (employment) AND (Ecuador). The 

ones used for Redalyc were: (*production matrix) AND (employment) AND (Ecuador); 

(*production matrix) OR (employment) AND (Ecuador); (production matrix) OR (employment) 

AND (Ecuador); (production matrix) AND (employment) AND (Ecuador) 
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Eligibility criteria  

A comprehensive search of scientific literature was conducted, covering the period from 2010 to 

2022. The studies included quantitative research, reviews, and original articles. Searches were 

performed in primary and secondary sources. Eligibility criteria were applied for article selection, 

which included both inclusion and exclusion criteria. The criteria used for this selection are 

presented below.Criterios de inclusión 

Databases of high quality that contain information based on the production matrix and 

employment in Ecuador. This scientific work will consider articles from the year 2010 to 2022 

Exclusion criteria  

Articles unrelated to the production matrix and employment in Ecuador will be excluded. Scientific 

articles published before the year 2010 will not be included. Books, review articles, or research from 

uncertified or unendorsed digital sources will not be considered. 

Results and discussion 

Based on the application of the PRISMA methodology, which allowed the selection of articles and 

key elements in the research process, as detailed in Figure 1 
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Figure 1: Article Selection Diagram 

Socure:Prepared by the Daniela Barragan. 

After completing the search, the next stage is presented in Table 1, which shows the consolidation 

of all articles that met the previously established filters to generate reliable and relevant information 

on the study topic. 
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Figure 1: Keyword Overlap 

Socure:Prepared by the VOSviewer. 

Figure 2 demonstrates a direct and integral relationship among all the variables presented, as the 

lines connect in a straightforward manner with a consistent thickness, indicating uniformity in the 

relationship. The epicenter of development is unemployment and it is directly related to 

socioeconomic levels, entrepreneurship, and informal employment.
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Table 1: Analyzed Studies 

Título Autor Añ

o 

D

O

I 

Revis

ta 

País Cuar

til 

Metodol

ogía 

Contribución de 

la matriz 

productiva para la 

generación de 

empleo en el 

Ecuador. 

Aporte de la matriz 

productiva al 

mercado laboral 

ecuatoriano en 

cuanto al 

emprendimiento. 

Participación de 

la matriz 

productiva al plan 

de empleo joven 

en el Ecuador 

Cuáles son las políticas 

propuestas para el 

desarrollo de la matriz 

productiva que 

beneficien al empleo 

Evaluació

n de la 

sostenibili

dad de la 

matriz 

productiv

a del 

Ecuador 

Moreno, R.; 

Parra, K.; 

Quiñonez, 

R.; Rivera, 

M.;  

Velázquez, 

L.; 

Giannetti, B. 

20

21 

  Ingen

iería 

Indus

trial 

Cub

a 

Q4 Modelo 

insumo 

producto 

y la 

filosofía 

de la 

programa

ción 

meta. 

Se crean nuevas 

oportunidades de 

trabajo en 

diferentes áreas.  

Al diversificar la 

economía y promover 

el desarrollo de 

diferentes áreas, se 

crean oportunidades. 

Promover las 

inversiones en 

actividades 

manufacturera y 

servicios 

 Fomento de la educación y 

capacitación. Estímulo a la 

inversión en sectores 

estratégicos.  

Aciertos 

de 

desaciert

os de la 

matriz 

productiv

a en el 

ecuador 

Proaño, G.; 

Perez, S. 

20

19 

 Revis

ta 

Eud

mene

t 

Esp

aña 

Q4 Investigac

ión mixta, 

documen

tal 

La diversificación 

de la economía y la 

promoción de 

nuevos sectores  

Diversificar la 

economía y promover 

el desarrollo de nuevos 

sectores. 

 Diversificación de 

oportunidades 

laborales, Estímulo 

al emprendimiento 

juvenil 

Inversión en sectores 

estratégicos 

Análisis 

de la 

política 

ecuatoria

na de 

becas de 

estudios 

de 

Escobar, 

Ch. 

20

16 

 Revis

ta 

Latin

oame

ricana 

de 

Políti

cas y 

Ecu

ador 

Q3 Investigac

ión mixta, 

documen

tal 

El programa de 

becas prioriza las 

áreas de estudio 

que están alineadas 

con el desarrollo 

del empleo, como 

la tecnología y las 

ciencias básicas.  

 Adquisición de 

conocimientos y 

habilidades. 

Transferencia de 

conocimientos 

 Fortalecimiento de 

capital humano, 

Especialización en 

áreas clave. 

El documento no 

proporciona una lista 

completa de las políticas 

propuestas para el 

desarrollo de la matriz 

productiva que beneficien el 

empleo.  
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postgrad

o en el 

exterior y 

su 

relación 

con el 

cambio 

de matriz 

productiv

a 

Acció

n 

Públi

ca 

Las bases 

del 

cambio 

de la 

matriz 

productiv

a en 

ECUAD

OR 

(2006-

2016) 

Diaz, N.; 

Mora,L.; 

Duran, M. 

20

19 

 Unive

rsidad 

y 

Socie

dad 

Cub

a 

Q4 Tipo 

mixta. 

Docume

ntal 

Generar empleo 

mediante la 

promoción de la 

inversión, la 

producción. 

El documento 

menciona que uno de 

los objetivos de la 

transformación de la 

matriz productiva en 

Ecuador era estimular 

el emprendimiento y el 

desarrollo de las 

pequeñas y medianas 

empresas (PYMES).  

  Beneficiar el empleo 

mediante la promoción de 

la inversión, la producción. 

El 

cambio 

de la 

matriz 

productiv

a como 

expresión 

de 

transform

ación del 

modelo 

de 

Quiñonez, 

R.; Moreno, 

R.; Parra, K. 

20

20 

 Econ

omía 

y 

Desar

rollo 

Cub

a 

Q4 Tipo 

cualitativa

. 

Docume

ntal 

   El documento sugiere que 

el desarrollo de la matriz 

productiva en Ecuador 

podría lograrse mediante la 

implementación de políticas 

públicas que beneficien el 

empleo. 
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desarrollo

. 

Particular

idades en 

la 

República 

del 

Ecuador 

Cambio 

de la 

matriz 

productiv

a en el 

sector 

agropecu

ario 

del 

Ecuador 

Escobar, I.; 

Brito. 

M.;Andrade, 

A.; Duque, 

D. 

20

17 

 Revis

ta 

Eud

mene

t 

Esp

aña 

Q4 Tipo 

cualitativa

. 

Docume

ntal 

El documento 

sugiere que 

cambiar la matriz 

productiva del 

sector agrícola en 

Ecuador puede 

beneficiar el 

empleo al crear más 

oportunidades 

laborales.  

  Promover el desarrollo de 

cadenas productivas que 

sustituyan las 

importaciones, promuevan 

las exportaciones,  

Cambio 

de la 

Matriz 

Productiv

a vía 

innovació

n: Caso 

Ecuador 

Galo,M.; 

Cadena,D.; 

Maldonado, 

J.; Alcivar, 

M. 

20

17 

 Revis

ta 

Cienc

ias 

Social

es y 

Econ

ómica

s 

Ecu

ador 

Q4 Tipo 

mixta. 

Docume

ntal 

Promover el 

desarrollo de 

nuevas industrias y 

sectores que 

puedan crear más 

oportunidades de 

trabajo. 

  Promover el desarrollo de 

nuevas industrias y sectores 

que puedan crear más 

oportunidades laborales.  

Cambio 

de la 

matriz 

productiv

a y su 

incidencia 

Ricaurte, R.; 

Washington, 

A.;  Carrera, 

K. 

20

19 

 REVI

STA 

EUR

OPA 

DEL 

EST

Chil

e 

Q4 Inductivo

-

deductiva

, 

descriptiv

a, de 

Promover la 

industrialización 

del país, conducir la 

creación de nuevos 

empleos en el 

sector 

Promover la 

industrialización del 

país, lo que podría 

conducir a la creación 

de nuevos negocios y 

oportunidades de 

Promover la 

industrialización 

del país, lo que 

podría conducir a la 

creación de nuevos 

empleos y 
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en el 

crecimien

to 

económic

o del 

Ecuador 

E 

UNI

DA 

análisis 

bibliográf

ico y de 

análisis 

histórico. 

manufacturero.  emprendimiento en el 

sector manufacturero.  

oportunidades de 

empleo para los 

jóvenes.  

Caracteri

zación del 

perfil 

económic

o-

productiv

o de 

Ecuador 

Caria,S. 20

19 

 IRIS 

UNI

MOR

ES 

ITA

LIA 

Q4 Tipo 

mixto 

documen

tal 

Sin embargo, el 

documento sugiere 

que la 

agroindustria, las 

industrias 

intermedias y 

finales, son los más 

importantes para el 

desarrollo de 

empleos. 

  Promover la innovación y la 

competitividad en cadenas 

productivas clave.  

Caracteri

zación de 

la 

demanda 

laboral en 

el 

Ecuador 

con 

informaci

ón 

administr

ativa 

Carrillo, P. 20

19 

 CEP

AL 

Esta

dos 

Uni

dos 

Q3 El 

documen

to utiliza 

un 

análisis 

longitudi

nal. 

Informar las 

decisiones políticas 

destinadas a 

promover el 

crecimiento 

económico y la 

creación de 

empleo. 

Podría ser relevante 

para los empresarios 

que buscan iniciar o 

expandir sus negocios 

en el país. 

   

Hacia un 

sistema 

de 

protecció

n 

Carranza,C.; 

Cisneros, M. 

20

17 

 CEP

AL 

Esta

dos 

Uni

dos 

Q3 Tipo 

Cualitativ

a 

Sí, el documento 

analiza la Estrategia 

Nacional para el 

Cambio de la 

Matriz Productiva 

El documento 

menciona la Estrategia 

Nacional para el 

Cambio de la Matriz 

Productiva (ENCMP), 

 Promover el crecimiento 

económico y la creación de 

empleo a través de medidas 

como el apoyo a las 

pequeñas y medianas 
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social 

más 

inclusivo 

en el 

Ecuador 

(ENCMP), que 

tiene como 

objetivo promover 

el crecimiento 

económico y la 

creación de empleo 

en Ecuador.  

que tiene como 

objetivo promover el 

emprendimiento y la 

innovación en 

Ecuador.  

empresas. 

 

Del 

petróleo a 

la bio-

inteligenc

ia. 

Cambio 

de matriz 

productiv

a y 

economía 

del 

conocimi

ento. 

Discurso, 

realidad 

y 

proyeccio

nes del 

caso 

ecuatoria

no 

Ramos, J:, 

Vasquez, J. 

20

18 

 Revis

ta 

Estud

ios 

Avan

zados 

Chil

e 

Q4   El cambio a una 

economía basada 

en el conocimiento 

podría conducir a la 

creación de nuevas 

oportunidades 

laborales en 

sectores como la 

biotecnología, la 

tecnología de la 

información y la 

energía renovable.  
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Buen 

vivir y 

cambio 

de la 

matriz 

productiv

a 

Braña, F.; 

Martin, R.; 

León, M. 

20

19 

 Fried

rich 

Ebert 

Stiftu

ng 

Ecu

ador 

Q4 Cualitativ

a, 

documen

tal 

Una relación 

dinámica y 

equilibrada entre la 

sociedad, el estado 

y el mercado, en 

armonía con la 

naturaleza, para 

garantizar la 

producción. 

      

El 

Ecuador 

y el 

proceso 

de 

cambio 

de la 

matriz 

productiv

a: 

considera

ciones 

para el 

desarrollo 

y 

equilibrio 

de la 

balanza 

comercial 

Villena, N. 20

19 

 Eume

dnet 

Ecu

ador 

Q4 Docume

ntal, 

explicativ

a 

     Diversificar y desarrollar la 

tecnología en las 

exportaciones, crear el 

espacio físico necesario para 

la producción e incorporar 

la tecnología y el 

conocimiento en los 

procesos de producción 

actuales.  

El 

turismo 

en la 

matriz 

productiv

Mora, L:, 

Diaz, N.; 

Vergara,D.  

20

18 

  Unive

rsidad 

y 

Socie

dad 

    Cualitativ

a, 

transversa

l, 

documen

La capacidad del 

turismo para 

generar empleo e 

ingresos depende 

de sus vínculos con 

Los vínculos entre el 

turismo y otros 

sectores de la economía 

son cruciales para la 

capacidad del sector de 

Importancia del 

turismo para 

generar empleo e 

ingresos, podría 

beneficiar el 

Políticas de desarrollo y 

expansión. 
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a de 

Ecuador: 

Resultado

s y Retos 

actuales   

tal otros sectores de la 

economía.  

generar empleo e 

ingresos.  

empleo juvenil.  

Estimaci

ón del 

empleo 

directo 

e 

indirecto 

asociado 

a 

las 

exportaci

ones del 

Ecuador 

a la 

Unión 

Europea 

Duran, J.; 

Castresana, 

S. 

20

16 

 CEP

AL 

Nor

uega 

  Docume

ntal, 

bibliográf

ico 

Las exportaciones 

ecuatorianas, y los 

resultados 

muestran que el 

número de 

empleos asociados 

a las exportaciones 

y a los sectores 

sensibles 

concentrados 

principalmente en 

el sector petrolero y 

minero. 

      

Herramie

ntas para 

simulació

n de 

matrices 

productiv

as 

óptimas 

del 

ecuador 

Flores, C.; 

Flores, K. 

20

17 

 Revis

ta 

Econ

omía 

y 

Admi

nistra

ción 

Col

omb

ia 

  Método 

sintético 

de ajuste 

proporcio

nal 

llamado 

RAS. 

Desarrollo 

productivo 

promueve el 

empleo  

  Adquiriendo 

compromiso 

bidireccional con los 

emprendedores. 
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Preparan

do el 

Futuro 

del 

Trabajo 

que 

queremos

: 

Políticas 

de 

desarrollo 

sostenible

, 

productiv

o para el 

crecimien

to 

inclusivo 

con más y 

mejores 

empleos 

decentes 

Bacena, A. 20

21 

 CEP

AL 

Ecu

ador 

 Cualitativ

a, 

documen

tal 

Enfoque en el 

desarrollo 

productivo en 

sectores no 

tradicionales 

interno promueve 

el empleo.  

   Las Políticas de Desarrollo 

Productivo (PDP) y el 

instrumental que las 

acompañan son la principal 

herramienta para influir 

sobre los patrones 

estructurales de crecimiento 

y empleo.  

Impactos 

económic

os 

inducidos 

por la 

demanda 

final en 

sectores 

estratégic

os 

para el 

Flores, H. 20

17 

 Panor

ama 

Econ

ómic

o 

Ecu

ador 

  Método 

de 

insumo-

producto.  

La investigación 

analiza los 

impactos 

económicos en la 

producción y el 

empleo de los 

cambios en la 

demanda final de 

productos. 
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Based on the different studies found and analyzed regarding the production matrix and 

employment development in Ecuador, several approaches and perspectives on this topic have been 

obtained, such as: 

According to Moreno-García et al. (2021), they emphasize the creation of new job opportunities 

in various areas. This highlights the significance of diversifying the labor landscape, as similarly 

mentioned by Proaño & Pérez (2019). Economic diversification is essential to mitigate reliance on 

a single sector and foster employment generation in emerging sectors. 

Therefore, there has been observed a development in terms of the production matrix, as indicated 

from a perspective mentioned by Quiñonez et al. (2021), referring to the shift in the production 

matrix of the agricultural sector. This shift can benefit employment generation by creating more 

job opportunities. This perspective highlights the importance of diversifying and modernizing the 

agricultural sector, which could have a positive impact on rural employment and contribute to 

poverty reduction. 

(Díaz Rodrigues et al., 2019) point out that the objective of transforming the production matrix in 

Ecuador is to stimulate entrepreneurship and the development of small and medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs). This perspective emphasizes the crucial role that SMEs play in job creation 

and sustainable economic growth. 

(Carranza & Cisneros, 2018) mention the National Strategy for the Change of the Production 

Matrix (ENCMP), which aims to promote entrepreneurship and innovation in Ecuador. Their 

perspective highlights the importance of having a comprehensive strategic framework to drive 

business development and foster job creation. 

(Laje & Acosta, 2017) highlight that the proposed changes in the Production Matrix aim to 

transform Ecuador into a producer of high-value industrial goods and a post-oil economy. This 

perspective emphasizes the need to adapt and diversify the economy to reduce dependency on 

natural resources and foster job creation in more resilient and sustainable sectors.On the other 

hand, (Palacios & Reyes, 2016) emphasize the importance of promoting the industrialization of the 

country and the creation of new jobs in the manufacturing sector. Investment in infrastructure and 

modernization of the industry can generate quality employment and contribute to economic 

growth. Industrialization not only creates direct jobs in the manufacturing sector but also stimulates 

the creation of indirect jobs in related sectors and fosters the production chain, generating a 

multiplier effect in the economy. 

(Caria, 2019) highlights that agribusiness and intermediate and final industries play a fundamental 

role in employment development. These sectors represent a production chain that can generate 

jobs in different stages of the process, from production to commercialization. 

On the other hand, tourism should also be considered. (Mora Pisco et al., 2018) point out that its 

capacity to generate employment and income depends on its linkages with other sectors of the 



Remittances Review 
June, 2023 

Volume: 8, No: 4, pp. 1508-1533 
ISSN: 2059-6588 (Print) | ISSN 2059-6596 (Online) 

 

remittancesreview.com 

 
 

1529  

economy. Promoting tourism activities and creating appropriate infrastructure can have a positive 

impact on job creation in this sector. 

Productive development, as mentioned by (Flores Tapia & Flores Cevallos, 2017), is a key element 

in promoting job generation. The growth of production in different sectors drives labor demand 

and contributes to job creation. 

Approaches such as the one mentioned by (Sostenible, 2021), which focuses on productive 

development in non-traditional domestic sectors, can provide new job opportunities and 

contribute to the diversification of the economy. 

Finally, researching the economic impacts on production and employment, as mentioned by 

(Flores Tapia & Flores Cevallos, 2017), is crucial to understanding the relationship between the 

production matrix and job generation. They also emphasize the importance of establishing a 

bidirectional commitment with entrepreneurs. This approach highlights the need for strong and 

collaborative relationships between entrepreneurs and actors in the business ecosystem, which can 

foster job creation and sustainable development. 

On the other hand, (Proaño & Pérez, 2019) emphasize the need to diversify job opportunities and 

stimulate youth entrepreneurship. This strategy not only expands options for workers but also 

fosters creativity, innovation, and entrepreneurial spirit, which are fundamental elements for 

sustainable economic growth. 

The approach of (Escobar et al., 2017) in strengthening human capital and specialization in key 

areas is accurate, as a skilled and specialized workforce is essential for the development of strategic 

sectors. 

By investing in education, training, and the development of technical skills, productivity can be 

increased and the country's competitiveness in the global market can be enhanced. This translates 

into more employment opportunities and long-term economic growth. The perspective of 

(Palacios & Reyes, 2016) on promoting industrialization in the country as a job generator and 

providing opportunities for the youth is relevant in a context where economic diversification is 

sought. 

(Quiñonez et al., 2021) highlight the importance of promoting education and training, as well as 

stimulating investment in strategic sectors, as a way to benefit employment. These measures could 

contribute to improving the quality of the workforce and promoting the competitiveness of 

Ecuadorian companies. On the other hand, (Proaño & Pérez, 2019) emphasize the importance of 

investing in strategic sectors as a key measure to drive economic development and generate job 

opportunities. Focusing on these sectors can be beneficial for diversifying the economy, fostering 

innovation, and increasing productivity in high-potential areas. 

(Mantuano et al., 2017) emphasize the importance of dual training programs in providing highly 
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skilled technicians who understand the productive dynamics of each sector. These programs can 

contribute to narrowing the gap between the skills demanded by companies and the skills available 

in the labor market, thereby improving workers' employability and effectively fostering economic 

development. 

(Escobar et al., 2017) underline the importance of knowledge acquisition, skills development, and 

knowledge transfer as fundamental elements to drive economic growth. This approach highlights 

the need to promote education and capacity development in key areas such as technology and basic 

sciences to facilitate employment and create job opportunities. 

(Sostenible, 2021) highlights the importance of Productive Development Policies (PDP) and their 

instruments in influencing growth and employment patterns. These policies can play a fundamental 

role in guiding and driving economic activity towards strategic and job-generating sectors. On the 

other hand, (Samaniego, 2002) emphasizes the importance of providing support for labor market 

insertion from a structural perspective, focusing on disadvantaged groups. This entails providing 

opportunities and resources to those facing barriers to employment, such as youth, low-income 

individuals, and vulnerable groups. Additionally, the involvement of the private and social sectors 

can be key in promoting labor inclusion and generating employment for these groups. 

(Salinas et al., 2018) analyze the role of the State in promoting entrepreneurship through national 

policies, programs, and projects. These authors emphasize the importance of creating a favorable 

environment by the government to foster entrepreneurship and business development, which can 

drive job creation and economic growth. 

On the other hand, (Espín et al., 2016) point out that while the full-text information does not 

provide a detailed analysis of entrepreneurship, it is important to consider its crucial role in job 

creation and economic development. Although their perspective is not fully developed, it highlights 

the relevance of taking into account entrepreneurship as a key factor in these aspects. 

(Caria, 2019) focuses on promoting innovation and competitiveness in key productive chains. This 

entails fostering the adoption of new technologies, improving production processes, and 

strengthening companies' capacity to compete in domestic and international markets. On the other 

hand, (Carranza & Cisneros, 2018) emphasize promoting economic growth and job creation 

through measures such as supporting small and medium-sized enterprises. These enterprises are 

an important source of employment in many countries, and promoting their development can 

contribute to generating new job opportunities. 

On the other hand, (Izurieta, 2015) highlights the need to diversify and develop technology in 

exports, as well as create the necessary physical space for production and leverage knowledge and 

technology in current processes. These actions could contribute to improving the competitiveness 

of Ecuadorian products in international markets and generate employment in high-value-added 

sectors. On their part, (Quiñonez et al., 2021) mention the importance of development and 
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expansion policies as relevant aspects. These policies could include promoting investments, 

supporting innovation, and strengthening the infrastructure necessary for economic development. 

Conclusions 

The analysis conducted reveals that the relationship between the productive matrix and job 

generation in Ecuador has been a subject of discussion among various authors. The identified 

approaches and perspectives highlight the importance of economic diversification, promotion of 

new sectors, strengthening of human capital, investment in education and training, fostering 

entrepreneurship, promotion of industrialization, boost of tourism, and implementation of 

appropriate public policies. 

Strengthening human capital through education, training, and development of technical skills is 

essential to increase the productivity and competitiveness of the country. Additionally, the crucial 

role of entrepreneurship, especially among young people, is emphasized as a driver of employment 

and economic development. 

Regarding public policies, the need for a comprehensive strategic framework that promotes 

entrepreneurship, innovation, and business development is emphasized. These policies should be 

appropriate and supported by strong legal frameworks to create an environment conducive to 

economic growth and job creation.              
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